Drought Information Statement for

the Missouri Ozarks
Valid September 19, 2025

Issued By: WFO Springfield, MO
Contact Information: contact.sgf@noaa.gov

e This product will be updated October 2, 2025 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
e Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
e Please visit https://www.weather.gov/sgf/SGFDroughtMonitor for additional information.
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o Drought expanded Across the Ozarks Region U.S. Drought Monitor
o Limited rainfall across much of southern | \
Missouri over the last 30-60 days has allowed | {J g
drought conditions to worsen and expand. \
e Drought Intensity and Extent i |
o D2 (Severe Drought): Oregon, southern g

Shannon, Howell, Ozark, Douglas, Taney,
Christian, Stone, Barry, southeastern Lawrence,
Greene, Polk, Dallas, Webster, Wright, western
Texas, Laclede, Camden, Miller, Maries, far L,
southeastern Hickory, northern Phelps and
portions for Pulaski Counties.
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o D1 (Moderate Drought): Areas around the
Severe Drought afflicted Counties into and U Jj ry/j &
across Central Missouri. v

o DO: (Abnormally Dry): Areas around the {i's. Broughtionitor

Moderate drought afflicted Counties.

Abnormally Dry (DO) Moderate Drought  Severe Drought  Extreme Drought Exceptlonal

(D1) (D2) (D3) Drought (D4)
Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 09/16/25
@ 2ationa:10ce:r:c andt t National Weather Service
tmospheric Administration - -
V U.S. Department of Commerce Sprlngfleld, MO



https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png
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U.S. Drought Monitor
Kansas

Main Takeaways

September 16, 2025

(Released Thursday, Sep. 18, 2025)
Valid 8 a.m. EDT

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)
e oo oro [

Cument 76.98 | 23.02 | 471 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00

Last Week

s 79.79 [ 20.21 | 1.94 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00

3MonthsAgo | 6467 (3533 1050 | 1.48 | 0.00 | 0.00
06-17-2025

Start of
Calendar Year | 35.20 | 64.80 [ 24.63 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
01-07-2025

Start of
Water Year 7.48 | 9252 (5040 | 834 | 0.00 | 0.00
10-01-2024

One YearAgo | 3,3 | 9552 [65.05 | 11.20 | 0.00 | 0.00
09-17-2024

Intensity:

[: None ] D2 Severe Drought
:] DO Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought
[ ] D1 Moderate Drought [JJlf D4 Exceptional Drought
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.

Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
Drought Monitor, go to https:/droughtmonitor.unl. edu/About.aspx

Author:
Adam Allgood
NOAA/NWS/NCEP/CPC

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

U.S. Drought Monitor
Missouri

Siass

— ] . -

September 16, 2025

(Released Thursday, Sep. 18, 2025)
Valid 8 am. EDT

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)
e Jovo [oros [ [N

Curmrent 222 | 97.78 | 61.88 | 3146 | 356 | 0.00

Last Week

e oess | 587 | 9413|4562 | 17.04| 0.00 | 0.00

3 Months Ago 81.27

pgpad: 1873 | 425 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00

Start of
Calendar Year | 69.71 | 30.29 ( 11.75 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
01-07-2025

Start of
Water Year | 39.30 [ 60.70 (23.73 | 7.95 | 0.00 | 0.00
10-01-2024

One YearAgo | 1751 | 8249 | 47.00 | 12.98 | 0.00 | 0.00
09-17-2024

Intensity:

[: None 7] D2 Severe Drought
:l D0 Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought
[_] 01 Moderate Drought |JJll D4 Exceptional Drought
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.

Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
Drought Monitor, go to https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About.aspx

Author:
Adam Allgood
NOAA/NWS/NCEP/CPC

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

e Limited rainfall across much of southern Missouri over the last 30-60 days has allowed drought conditions to worsen and
expand.

e Far southeastern Kansas remains around normal with the exception of much of Cherokee county were abnormally dry
conditions are present.
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ChangeMaps.aspx
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Y4 >»>  Link to Recent Change Maps
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U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Springfield, MO WFO U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Springfield, MO WFO
1 Week 4 Week
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Main Takeaways
e Limited rainfall across much of southern Missouri over the last 30-60 days has allowed drought conditions to worsen and
expand across the Missouri Ozarks and the Mark Twain National Forest region. This lack of rainfall and warm temperatures
has allowed a Flash Drought to develop with some areas seeing rapid rise in drought conditions over the past 3-4 weeks.
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30-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation

Precipitation Shown as a Percentage of Normal Conditions
Inches of Precipitation

0% 50% 5% 100%
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2 4 6 8 Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 09/18/25
Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 09/18/25 image courtesy of Drought.gov

Main Takeaways
e Portions of southern Missouri have seen little to no rain over the past 30 to 60 days.
e |solated locations have seen some precipitation but generally near to below normal after a record dry August.
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Summary of Impacts
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Y4 >»> Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

Hydrologic Impacts Mitigation actions

e Streamflow percentiles over the past 7 days were generally near
normal across SE Kansas the Missouri Ozarks. °

Agricultural Impacts
e Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMORSs) have increased

over the past several weeks indicating dry ponds, dead grass, °

crop impacts and potential reduced crop yield in the D1 and D2
areas.

Fire Hazard Impacts
e Dry conditions were allowing 1 and 10 hour fuels to cure which

may bring and early start to the fall Fire Weather season.

Other Impacts
e Thereare no known impacts at this time.

National Oceanic and

V@ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Some farmers and ranchers
have begun supplement feeding
of livestock and hauling water.

The Missouri Department of
Agriculture has an AgriStress
Helpline at 833-897-2474.

National Weather Service
Springfield, MO


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
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Main Takeaway

e The weather pattern over the next 7
days may bring periods of rain and
storms to much of the Ozarks. Most
locations are expected to receive
between 1 and 2 inches of rainfall
with some local areas seeing in
excess of 3 inches over the next 7
days.

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

7-Day Quantitative Precipitation Forecast for September
18, 2025-September 25, 2025

“

Predicted Inches of Precipitation
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Source(s): National Weather Service Weather Prediction Center; image Last Updated: 09/18/25
courtesy of Drought.gov

National Weather Service
Springfield, MO
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i n ”»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

8-14 Day Temperature Outlook @

Valid: September 26 - October 2, 2025
Issued: September 18, 2025
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8-14 Day Precipitation Outlook @

Valid: September 26 - October 2, 2025
Issued: September 18, 2025
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Main Takeaways
e Above normal temperatures and slightly above normal precipitation are favored.

National Oceanic and
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
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i n ”»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Monthly Temperature Outlook @

Valid: October 2025
Issued: September 18, 2025

Monthly Precipitation Outlook @

Valid: October 2025
Issued: September 18, 2025
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Probability

Probability
(Percent Chance) (Percent Chance)
Above Near Below Above Near Below
Normal Normal Normal Normal Normal Normal
Leaning [ 33-40% 33-40%  33-40% | | Leaning Leaning 33-40% 33-40%  33-40% | | Leaning
Above N 40-50% M 40-50%  40-50% Below Above [0 40-50% [ 40-50%  40-50% [ Below
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Main Takeaways
e Above normal temperatures and below normal precipitation are favored.

National Oceanic and

@ ey e National Weather Service
spheric inistration . .
v U.S. Department of Commerce Sprlngfleld, Mo
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Yoy ”»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Seasonal Temperature Outlook @

Valid: Oct-Nov-Dec 2025
Issued: September 18, 2025

Seasonal Precipitation Outlook @

Valid: Oct-Nov-Dec 2025
Issued: September 18, 2025
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Main Takeaways
e Above normal temperatures and near to below normal precipitation are favored.

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce Springfield 5y Mo



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
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2 >»> Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook | Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook
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1-Month Drought Outlook for September 1,
2025-September 30, 2025

Tiquman

Drought s Predicted To...

| ]

Persist Improve End Develop No Drought
Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 08/31/25

Main Takeaways

Seasonal (3-Month) Drought Outlook for September 18,
2025-December 31, 2025

ﬂ ]

Persist Improve End Develop No Drought

Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 09/18/25
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DroughtlsPredicted To...

e Drought persists and expands for portions of Missouri through September.

e Drought remains, possibly expanding through November.

@ National Oceanic and
V Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

National Weather Service
Springfield, MO


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

Additional Drought Resources September 75, 2925

For Additional Information Drought Impacts
=  NWS Springfield Webpage | IDSS Point Forecasts

g Agriculture i Public Health
Farms, ranches, and grazing lands suffer, k A decrease of water can lead to an increase of illness,
. ) . and increases the cost of their products disease, mortality rates, and adverse mental health
=2  NWS Springfield Drought Monitor Resources
Ecosystems Wildfire Management
. e Harms fish, wildlife, and plants, as well as Dry, hot, and windy weather combined with dried out
- Graphlcal Haza rdous Weather Outl.OOk the benefits these ecosystems provide vegetation can lead to more large-scale wildfires
] ] ) ] g Manufacturing Energy
=> Missouri Drought Monitor | Kansas Drought Monitor clon o produciviy of Cosweof adiies 5 lough cansevrely impac enicy Sysems and pcs
. . weather.gov @
=> Drought Monitor Archive carersos gl
= CPC Drought Information
=> National Integrated Drought Information System (NIDIS)
-=> National Drought Mitigation Center (NDMC)
=>  Missouri USGS Streamflows | Kansas USGS Streamflows — e S
= N & W - 4’!&'”-‘-‘”"« P A ot
ow.Directions from-Lo¢al:Officials’
=> Drought Safety Trinity Lake, c o

Drought, 2014. Photo: USGS
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https://www.weather.gov/sgf/
https://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints
https://www.weather.gov/sgf/DroughtMonitor2022
https://www.weather.gov/erh/ghwo?wfo=sgf
https://www.drought.gov/states/missouri
https://www.drought.gov/states/kansas
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/MapArchive.aspx
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Drought/
https://www.drought.gov/
https://www.drought.unl.edu/
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/?m=real&r=mo&w=map
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/index.php?r=ks&m=real&w=map
https://www.weather.gov/safety/drought

