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● This product will be updated when drought conditions change significantly.  
● Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
● Please visit https://www.weather.gov/sju/DroughtInformationStatement for previous statements. 
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U.S. Drought Monitor
Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for the Caribbean

Image Caption: U.S. Drought Monitor valid 8 AM EDT August 4th, 2026 . 

DROUGHT CONDITIONS: Extreme 
drought conditions persist in the Virgin 
Islands, and just developed along 
southern Puerto Rico. Severe Drought 
continues to expand in Puerto Rico.

Drought Intensity and Extent:
○ U.S. Virgin Islands: Extreme 

Drought (D3) conditions.

○ Puerto Rico: Extreme Drought (D3) 
are present along the south, Severe 
Drought (D2) along the southeast 
and east. Moderate drought (D1) is 
present along  portions of the east 
and interior, and Abnormally Dry 
conditions (D0) cover the north 
Central and near Hormigueros.

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png
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Link to the latest 4-week change map for Puerto Rico and the US Virgin Islands.

Recent Change in Drought Intensity

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change: 

○ 1 to 2 Classes degradation is observed 
for a big portion of Puerto Rico.

○ 1 Class degradation is observed 
across the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

○ 1 Class improvement is observed 
along the north-west and north-central. 

Image Caption: U.S. Drought Monitor 4-week change map valid 8 AM AST August 4th,  2026. 

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_conus_chng_4W.png
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Link to generate the latest ACIS Climate Maps

Rainfall

● Based on 60 and 
90-days average, all 
COOP and 
CoCoRaHS stations 
are showing below 
normal precipitation 
values.

Image Captions: 
Left - 60-day Departure of Normal Precipitation for Puerto Rico and US Virgin Islands

Right - 90-day Departure of Normal Precipitation for Puerto Rico and US Virgin Islands
Data Courtesy High Plains Regional Climate Center/NWS COOP Stations.

https://hprcc.unl.edu/maps.php?map=ACISClimateMaps
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Summary of Impacts
Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

Water Supply Impact
● Water interruptions are occurring along residents of the Lago Carraizo watershed, including Rio 

Canovanas south of the dam. Lake Cidra is at operational adjustment levels. All other lakes continue 
to show decreasing water values, except for the lakes in the northwest. The lack of rain is affecting 
water availability to fill cisterns in the Virgin Islands. 

Agricultural Impact
● Water restrictions were imposed along the irrigation channels in the south. The lack of rain affected 

crops such as avocados, breadfruit, coffee, sweet pepper, and coconut. Hay and water are restricted. 
Unofficial reports inform that cattle and poultry deaths are increasing, particularly along the Virgin 
Islands. 

Fire Hazard Impacts
● Numerous brush fire reports arrive each day. The focus of the fires is along the southern plains of 

Puerto Rico. These fires are affecting agricultural terrains as well. 
Mitigation Actions
● Water rationing will be implemented in the northeast. Water rationing was implemented in the 

southwest, but only for agricultural purposes. 

https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
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Long-Range Outlooks
The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Image Caption: Global Tropics Hazards Outlook for August 12-25, 2026.

● The Global Tropics Hazards Outlook 
indicates below normal precipitation 
chances for the northeastern Caribbean 
through the end of August. 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/precip/CWlink/ghaz/index.php
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Long-Range Outlooks
The latest three-months precipitation outlook can be found on the CPC homepage

● In the North American Multi-Model 
Ensemble (NMME), favors much BELOW 
normal precipitation for the period of 
August-September-October 2026 (> 70%  
chance).

Image Caption: NMME precipitation forecast issued for August-October 2026.

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/NMME/current/prate_Seas1.html

