- Drought Information Statement for Utah
= and Uinta County, WY

Valid July 1, 2026

Contact Information: nws.saltlakecity@noaa.gov

A e This product will be updated by August 5, 2026 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
o Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.

Please visit https://www.weather.gov/SLC/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.

Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates for regional drought status updates.

A State of Emergency in the state of Utah has been declared due to drought conditions
statewide.

Extreme drought (D3) conditions continue across much of the Utah.

Significant wildland fire potential is forecast to continue to be above normal through the
,rA\nontht of July across the entire state, and above normal for central and northern Utah in
ugust.
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& U.S. Drought Monitor

4 =,% Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for Utah and Uinta County, WY
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Abnormally Dry (DO) Moderate Drought ~ Severe Drought  Extreme Drought Exceptional
(D1) (D2) (D3) Drought (D4)

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov DataValid: 06/30/26

e Drought Intensity and Extent

D4 (Exceptional Drought)SN=EIgtglE
Utah/Idaho border

o DPEFERUEHUEIICIT41Y): Much of Utah

o D2(Severe Drought): Portions of northern,
eastern and southern Utah

o D1 (Moderate Drought): Northeastern Cache, e ‘
northern Rich, western Garfield and western \

Kane Counties.

U.S. Drought Monitor

@ Eftiona:‘%ei'gc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration .
V U.S. Department of Commerce Salt La ke Clty, UT


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png
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Typical
summertime
thunderstorms
have brought
spotty
precipitation to
portions of Utah
over the last
month.

Those areas
that did not
receive rain
from
thunderstorms
were well
below normal
for June.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

30-Day Precipitation Accumulations (Inches)
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Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System;
image courtesy of Drought.gov

30-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation

Precipitation Shown as a Percentage of Normal Conditions
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e Temperatures
avera g ed a bOVG 7-Day Temperature Anomaly 30-Day Temperature Anomaly
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normal across
the entire state
during June.

e Thistrend has
continued over
the last week,
ending June 26.
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Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image DataValid: 06/28/26 Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image DataValid: 06/28/26
courtesy of Drought.gov courtesy of Drought.gov
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& Summary of Impacts

“v.,.» Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

Hydrologic Impacts

° Only 20% of Utah'’s area creeks, streams, and rivers are experiencing near or above normal flows, while the remainder are flowing at below normal levels. 24% are
at much below normal levels, while 10% are at all time record low flows.
° Cumulative April-July water supply forecasts remain well below normal this year, with the majority of of sites forecast to see below 30% of normal volume. Only

isolated high elevation watersheds in northern Utah are expected to see up to 50-60% of average volume, which are the highest in the state.

Agricultural Impacts

° Sanpete County farmers report alfalfa crops are a total loss. No ground water or irrigation water was available this season. Some farmers in Sanpete County are
only expecting a single cutting this year for alfalfa, where they usually get three.
° Utah County ranchers report grass on rangelands is short and dry.

Fire Hazard Impacts
° A Fuels and Fire Behavior Advisory is in effect for most of Utah. Persistent drought, critically low live and dead fuel moistures, and fully cured fine fuels have
created above-normal significant fire potential across eastern Nevada, much of Utah and the Arizona Strip. Recent large fires have demonstrated the potential for
rapid fire growth, long-range spotting, and high resistance to control. Forecasted hot and dry conditions are expected to further increase fire danger into July.
° Widespread level 2 fire restrictions have been enacted across the region.
° The Governor of Utah declared a State of Emergency order enabling the State Forester to protect municipalities from fires caused by fireworks.

Other Impacts

The Governor of Utah declared a State of Emergency due to drought conditions.

The city of Emery will run out of culinary water by early July due to extremely low flows on Muddy Creek and little water remaining in Julius Reservoir. They are

testing old wells in the area for culinary use. No irrigation water is available in Emery City.

The main well in Apple Valley has run dry, which was the main source of culinary water for the area.

No irrigation deliveries will occur on the Price River system.

Senior water rights on the Colorado River in Utah have been cut back.

Iron, San Juan, Duchesne, Emery, Uintah, Washington, Wayne, Sevier, and Grand County have declared a drought emergency.

The Utah Division of Wildlife Resources was adjusting fish stocking statewide to compensate for the drier conditions. Officials were also shifting toward more

warm water species that can better handle higher temperatures and lower oxygen levels.

Boaters were urged to visit Utah reservoirs and enjoy them earlier in the season before declining water levels limited boat ramp access. The Utah Division of

Wildlife Resources also recommended that boaters check conditions at their destination before making the trip.

° The Utah Division of Wildlife Resources reported that low water levels and warmer temperatures were already creating challenges for fish populations in many
lakes, reservoirs and streams, particularly in southern Utah. Smaller quantities of water heat more quickly, which can lead to very stressful conditions for fish.

Mitigation Actions
° Please refer to your municipality and/or water provider for mitigation information.
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https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/8eb94624372e4aaca02951530bf5eeb2

Hydrologic Conditions and Impacts
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Reservoir Conditions
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e Above normal
significant wildland
fire potential continues
across Utah for July.

e By August, conditions
shift toward normal for
the southern tier of
Utah, with central and
northern Utah
remaining above
normal.

e Normal conditions are
expected state-wide
for September.
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Wi ildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.
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https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
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& Seven Day Precipitation Forecast

***

. X . 7-Day Quantitative Precipitation Forecast for July 2,
e \Very dry conditions with little chance 2026-July 9, 2026

of widespread precipitation are ‘ L
expected to continue through the =
next seven days.

e Hit-or-miss thunderstorms could
bring light precipitation to isolated
areas.
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Predicted Inches of Precipitation
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courtesy of Drought.gov
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Odds are tilted
toward above
normal
temperatures for
the month of July,
state-wide.

With the
potential
development of
the North
American
Monsoon, odds
tilt toward above
normal
precipitation for
the entire state in
July

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
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Long-Range Outlooks

Monthly Precipitation Outlook for July 1, 2026-July 31,
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Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 06/30/26
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“.,.» The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Monthly Temperature Outlook for July 1, 2026-July 31,

2026
L L L ‘—] I \
~one-
« '™
AN
Probability of Below-Normal Temperatures
33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90% 100%

Probability of Above-Normal Temperatures
33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90% 100%
Probability of Near-Normal Temperatures

50%
Last Updated: 06/30/26

33% 40%
Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov

National Weather Service
Salt Lake City, UT


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
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é Drought Outlook

vy >»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

e Droughtis forecast to

im prove across the Seasonal (3-Month) Drought Outlook for June 30,
2026-September 30, 2026

entire region over the
next 3 months.

DroughtIsPredicted To...

LII”.1kS to the ".ate_St Persist Improve .7 End Develop No Drought
Cl!mate Pred!Ct!on Center Monthly Drought Outlook Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 06/30/26
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook
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