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- .~ September 24, 2026
What is El Nino? 38:00 AM PDT

El Nino is the warm phase of the coupled climate pattern between the ocean and
atmosphere called El Nino-Southern Oscillation (ENSO) in the tropical Pacific Ocean.
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How is it quantified?
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El Nino Status & Forecast EL Nifio pattern

El Nino Advisory

Usual Favored Wintertime Effects in Northern CA

A\ No two years are alike

Precip: No Clear Indicator Temps: Warmer than Normal

e EI Nino is present.

e Equatorial sea surface temperatures (SSTs) are
above average across the Central and Eastern
Pacific Ocean.

El Nino will strengthen through the end of the year,
with a 98% chance of a very strong event through

the fall and winter. Record Strength

does not guarantee
Record Impacts

There is a 75% of a historic event that would exceed
the strengths of previous El Ninhos dating back to
1950.
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https://cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso/roni/strengths/
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Historical Very Strong El Nifos e o0 AN PDOT

inos e There have been 6 Very Strong El Ninos
since 1950: 1965-66, 1972-73, 1982-83,
1991-92, 1997-98, 2015-16.

Past observations do not guarantee a future outcome

Northern California.

e Of those 6, the breakdown has been...

_- Sierra Nevada

o Northern CA: o Central CA:
m 2 Wet B 3 Wet
m 2 Normal m 2 Normal
m 2Dry m 1Dry

Central California - _

Southern California -~ o Sierra Nevada: o Southern CA:
m 2 Wet m 5 Wet
m 2 Normal m 0 Normal
Kzz{eit/r;g/g/ gsglry;@fﬂﬁgr; 2.0 B 2 Dry B 1 Dry

@ NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE Data: PRISM, Oregon State University
ST SACRAMENTO, C
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September 24, 2026
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) Seasonal Precipitation Outlook %) Seasonal Temperature Outlook
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Probability

NorCal Precipitation: NorCal Temperatures:
Leaning Above Normal Leaning Above Normal
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2 What We Know & What We Don’t Know

.EI Nino is already here with a 75% chance
of a record level event.

WEI Niio in Northern California can bring
mixed results - have had dry, near normal, or
wet winters.

W EI Nifio causes higher than normal sea
surface levels. Combined with King Tides or a
winter storm, there is increased chance for
coastal & Delta flooding & erosion

W Individual storms can define a season for a
community.

W We are closing out the Water Year with
nearly all the major reservoirs in good shape.

¥rHow many winter storms will impact us?

¥rHow strong the winter storms will be?

&rWill a series of storms impact the state?

¥rHow much will it rain or snow at a location?

&rWhat specific flooding may (or may not)
occur?

— These are not reliably predictable on a
seasonal-level; information becomes more
apparent in the weather forecast within 1-2
weeks.
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El Niho Shifting Actions Timeline

Seasonal Outlooks Monthly Outlooks Weekly Outlooks Weather Outlooks

KNOW | PREPARE REVIEW
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Know how EI Nino can change Prepare your home by clearing Review the contents of your Be ready to act in the days
weather risks in your area. brush and debris from drains emergency supply kit. ahead of forecasted hazards.

and gutters. Replenish any medicine or . _ .
Know your home other items a< neatad This could include securing

—L._insurance policies. | _ Obtain/check flood loose outdoor items,

l& Flood insurance is remediation items H{" Review your family deploying sandbags, or even

\/ often a separate & such as sandbags n-‘ communication plan. [l preparing for evacuation.
T policy. and pumps.
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COnta Ct I nfo rm ati on September 24, 2026

z 8:00 AM PDT

@ NWS Sacramento @ Contact Information
=> weather.gov/sacramento
Email
c Next ENSO Update -> w-sto.webmaster.noaa.gov
- Mid-October 2026
S Facebook

> @NWSSacramento

A Disclaimer Twitter/X

. . . . . s ' -  @NWSSacramento
- Information contained in this slide deck is time-sensitive
-=> Do Not Use After: Mid-October 2026
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