Drought Information Statement for Southeast

- Alabama, Southwest Georgia, and the Florida
~ - Panhandle & Big Bend

= ot 2. Valid May 21, 2026

= S [ssued By: National Weather Service Tallahassee, FL

— _Contact Information: kelly.godsey@noaa.gov; cameron.young@noaa.gov
@S o Thisproduct will be updated May 28, 2026

e Please see all currently available products at hitps://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
e Please visit hitps://www.weather.gov/TAE/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.
e Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates for regional drought status updates.

e Additional rain brings drought improvement to portions of the region.
e With the long duration drought, it will take much more rain to eliminate
the extreme to exceptional drought areas.

The drought is long term in character with hydrologic impacts persisting even with
recent rains. Rivers have improved, but they are still much below normal. Several
lakes and ponds remain very low or dry.

The summer rainy season is underway, so localized areas of improvement are
expected in coming weeks.

Department of Commerce // National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration


https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements
https://www.weather.gov/TAE/DroughtInformationStatement
https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates
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Rainfall over the last month has been above normal,

U.S. Drought Monitor

Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for Southeast Alabama, Southwest Georgia, and the Florida Panhandle & Big Bend

especially across Southeast Alabama, portions of

Southwest Georgia, and the inland Florida Panhandle. As
a result, drought severity has improved this week for

sOome areas.

Drought intensity and Extent:
o

D4 (Exceptional Drought)

D4 (Exceptional Drought);

O

O

In Georgia: Generally south of a line from Grady
County to Ben Hill County.
In Florida: From Bay County to Gadsden County
eastward to the Suwannee River.

ht)

In Florida: West of Bay and Gadsden Counties to

Washington County.
In Georgia: The remainder of South Georgia.
In Alabama: Henry and Dale Counties

In Florida: Walton and Holmes Counties

In Alabama: Coffee, Geneva, and Houston Counties

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

U.S. Drought Monitor
_ .

U.S. Drought Monitor

Exceptional
Drought (D4)

DataValid: 05/19/26

Abnormally Dry (DO) Moderate Drought  Severe Drought  Extreme Drought
(D1) (D2) (D3)

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov

National Weather Service
Tallahassee, FL


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png
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e Rain continues to bring improvement in drought
severity across the region. This was especially
noted across Southeast Alabama and in the

Florida Panhandle as well as along the Flint
River in Southwest Georgia. Further

improvement is possible as the summer rainy
season gets underway. However, groundwater

levels remain quite low, indicating several

rainfall events are needed to refill many lakes

and ponds across the region.

e One-Week Drought Monitor Class Change:
o 1 Category Improvement
m Southeast Alabama
m Florida Panhandle

m Southwest Georgia along the Flint

River.
o No change
m Remainder of the area

National Oceanic and

Vﬁ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

U.S. Drought Monitor 1-Week Change Map
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Drought Change Since Last Week

-3 -2 -1 0 +1 +2 +3
Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 05/19/26

National Weather Service
Tallahassee, FL


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_conus_chng_4W.png
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*University of Florida - Florida Automated Weather Network
**University of Georgia Weather Network
***Suwannee River Water Management District
Climatology for non-NWS stations is estimated using PRISM data.
@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

30 day Percent of Normal Precipitation

120 day Percent of Normal Precipitation

Near term relief, but long term dryness persists

National Weather Service
Tallahassee, FL
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Last 30 Days 7-Day Temperature Anomaly 30-Day Temperature Anomaly
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e \With a lengthy stretch of cloudy [ “

and rainy weather two weeks ago, {

temperatures over the last month | ?
have trended slightly below

i

| last30Days
Average High Average Low
B e i el
Tallahassee 85.6° (-0.2°) 61.6° (+1.1°)
Albany 82.5° (-3.3°) 60.5° (0.0°)
Marianna 83.7° (-2.1°) 61.4° (-0.2°)

Dothan 82.3° (-3.0°) 61.1° (-0.6°) ‘

normal.
o Ra|ny Cond|t|ons |n the next Week Departure from Normal Max Temperature (°F) Departure from Normal Max Temperature (°F)
will likely keep temperatures s x; 4 3 1 0 x "6 4 3 1 0
below normal, though warmer - s
o) e 0 1 3 4 6 8 0 1 3
th a n n O rm a l CO n d |t| O n S a re Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image DataValid: 05/16/26 Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image Data Valid: 05/16/26
courtesy of Drought.gov courtesy of Drought.gov

expected by mid June.

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce Ta lla h a Ssee, FL
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Choctawhatchee River at Geneva (SR 52)

Hydrologic Impacts o e =
e Rainfall resulted in some improvement in streamflows but more widespread " QiSERVED

rainfall is needed to return levels to normal. The Pea and Choctawhatchee River » “

are nearing low flow levels seen in late April. 10
e Only minimal improvement in ponds and lakes are reported across Southeast ¢ s

Alabama. -

Agricultural Impacts
e Pastures have improved over the last week.

e Planting is underway of all crops, with recent rain being beneficial to moisten oL "memmrec®
the soil for starting the peanut crop. MZi A M2 WS Ney® Myt Mats My

Fire Hazard Impacts o oo s o

e Keetch-Byram Drought Index (KBDI) values are 200-300 across the region. | Mm ‘

e The KBDI is very responsive to recent rainfall. Fuels dry out quickly even after
heavy rainfall in very warm and dry conditions.

Zoom 1d 2d 7d 14d Al 23 Apr2026 — 23 May 2026

Choctawhatchee River at Geneva over the last month shown. While recent rainfall
events resulted in rises, the river is declining again. Streamflows across the area are
below normal for this time of year today, but averaged over the last month, still

much below normal.

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration
v Tallahassee, FL

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
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Hydrologic Impacts

e Streamflows continue to improve over the near term, but over the last month
are still generally below normal but well above the record lows seen in April.

e Surface and groundwater levels remain very low. Several reports from across
the region indicate a slight rise in pond/lake levels. In Cook County, creeks
and swamps that were dry several months ago now contain water after
recent rains.

Agricultural Impacts

e Planting season is well underway. Corn has greatly improved west of |-75
this week from recent rains. East of |-/5 conditions are largely unchanged.

e Peanuts recently were planted in Mitchell County with recent rains
moistening enough of the soil.

e Non-irrigated fields delayed planting, so the growing season was impacted in

these areas.
Fire Hazard Impacts

e Keetch-Byram Drought Index (KBDI) values are 200-350 west of |-/75, but are
350-500 along and east of I-75

e A burn ban is in effect for Lowndes and Berrien Counties.

e Southern Area Coordination Center issued a Fuels and Fire Behavior Advisory

National Oceanic and

V@ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

Ochlockonee River near Thomasville (US 84)
NWSLI: TMLG1, Reach ID: 2952892

OBSERVED
20 18.31

15 _Minor: 15 ft 451

Stage (FT)
S
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Action: 9 ft 8.75 ft

(s493) mol4

0.26
Low Threshold: 2.

12 am 12 am
Apr 27 May 11

Site Time (EDT)

Hydrograph for the Ochlockonee River near
Thomasville. Recent rains, two to three weeks
ago resulted in significant rises on the river.
However, the river has been steadily falling
over the last two weeks, but is still above
record lows.

23Apr2026 — 23 May 2026

National Weather Service
Tallahassee, FL


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
https://gacc.nifc.gov/sacc/resources/predictive/Fuels_and_Fire_Behavior_Advisory_Southeastern_Coastal_Plain_051426.pdf

& Summary of Impacts - Florida Panhandle

N

("4'** .»> Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

. . Chipola Ri t Mari (US 90)
The Governor of Florida has issued a State of Emergency due to drought. NVSLE MALFY, Roah : 2154103

OBSERVED

18 _Minor: 18 ft
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Hydrologic Impacts

e Streamflows are gradually improving across the Florida Panhandle. While G Teove
most locations are below normal over the last month, recent rains have >
moved all streamflows well above daily record lows.

e Surface and groundwater levels remain exceptionally low. Even with the
recent rain, reports indicate that holding ponds and lakes remain very low
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or dry in some areas, most notably Ocheesee Pond. ‘ 01
Agricultural Impacts 2 l I I I
e Planting season is underway. Crops have improved given more moist soil ol em

conditions. i M g
Fire Hazard Impacts :[u*‘ T 0" Datum (NGVD28): 56°
e Keetch-Byram Drought Index (KBDI) values are around 200 north of |-10. [ o B o N =

South of I-10 values are in the 300-500 range.
e Burn bans are in place for Gulf County.

Zoom 1d 2d 7d 14d Al 23 Apr2026 — 23 May 2026

Mitigation Actions Hydrograph for the Chipola River at
e Northwest Florida Water Management District has issued a water shortage Marianna. Rain two weeks ago led to a
warning for their watershed. noticeable increase, however drier

conditions recently has led to a steady
decline in river levels. Nonetheless, the river
Is above record lows.

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce Ta lla h a Ssee, FL


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
https://www.flgov.com/eog/sites/default/files/executive-orders/2026/EO%2026-33.pdf
https://nwfwater.com/district-issues-water-shortage-warning-order/
https://nwfwater.com/district-issues-water-shortage-warning-order/
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The Governor of Florida has issued a State of Emergency due to drought.

Hydrologic Impacts
e Streamflows have improved in the Ochlockonee Basin westward. However,

streamflows from the Aucilla River eastward to the Suwannee remain

especially low for this time of year.
e Surface and groundwater levels are exceptionally low. Numerous lakes and

holding ponds are nearly dry or completely dry across the Big Bend.

Agricultural Impacts
e Planting season is underway, but concerns exist given exceptionally low
sub-surface water levels that irrigation will further stress the water table.

Fire Hazard Impacts
e Keetch-Byram Drought Index (KBDI) values range from 200-600, highest in

Dixie County.
e Burn bans are in effect for Franklin, Lafayette, and Dixie Counties.

Mitigation Actions
e Suwannee River Water Management District has issued a water shortage

advisory for their watershed.
e Southern Area Coordination Center issued a Fuels and Fire Behavior Advisory

Pool (FT)

National Oceanic and

V@ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Lake lamonia at Waterfront Drive
NWSLI: LAIF1, Reach ID: 10363386

OBSERVED

Minnr- 101 §
SEENEE:

100 _ Action: 100 ft

98

Low Threshold: 96 ft

12 am 12 am 12 am 12 am 12 am 12 am
Apr 24 Apr 28 May 2 May 6 May 10 May 14 May 18 May 22

Site Time (EDT)

Graph Created: (12:12 PM EDT May 22 2026)

Zoom 1d 2d 7d 14d Al 23 Apr 2026 — 23 May 2026

Hydrograph at Lake lamonia in Northern
Leon County. While the pool elevation rose
from rainfall two weeks ago, current pool
levels are nearing the low values around the

first of May.

National Weather Service
Tallahassee, FL


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
https://www.flgov.com/eog/sites/default/files/executive-orders/2026/EO%2026-33.pdf
https://www.mysuwanneeriver.com/m/newsflash/home/detail/1003
https://www.mysuwanneeriver.com/m/newsflash/home/detail/1003
https://gacc.nifc.gov/sacc/resources/predictive/Fuels_and_Fire_Behavior_Advisory_Southeastern_Coastal_Plain_051426.pdf
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e Streamflow conditions have improved, with
some locations returning to the lower end of
the normal range (at least 25th percentile).

e Recent rains have helped considerably in
Southwest Georgia and Southeast Alabama.
Further east, rainfall was less, and as a
result, streamflows remain especially low or
even near record lows for this time of year.

e In response to streamflows and groundwater
conditions, Northwest Florida Water
Management District has issued a Water
Shortage Warning, and Suwannee River
Water Management District has issued a
Water Shortage Advisory.

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Minimum

Extremely
Below Normal
<bth Percentile
Much Below

Normal
5-10th Percentile

Below Normal
10-25th Percentile

Normal
25-75th Percentile

Above Normal
75-90th Percentile

& Hydrologic Conditions and Impacts

Much Above

Normal
90-95th Percentile

Extremely

Above Normal
75-90th Percentile

Maximum

28 day Streamflow Anomaly
Data Courtesy of the USGS

National Weather Service
Tallahassee, FL


https://nwfwater.com/district-issues-water-shortage-warning-order/
https://nwfwater.com/district-issues-water-shortage-warning-order/
https://www.mysuwanneeriver.com/m/newsflash/home/detail/1003
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Column—Integrated Relative Soil Moisture (available water; %) valid 12z 23 May 2

. . o ) 1—-Week Difference in Column Relative Soil Moisture (%) valid 12z 23 May 2026
o Deep layer SOIl. molstu re Precipitation in previous hour (1,2,5,10,15,20,25 mm contours)

has improved considerably
across the region with A .
recent rains, especially g
west of Tallahassee. R
e Even so, soil moisture
remains lower than normal
across much of Southwest

Georgia and into the
Florida Big Bend.

e Recent rainfall was -
sufficient to help existing .= - e EEEE | S
. ssExperimentass 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90 95  .iexperimentae—28-24-20-16-12 -8 -4 -2-0.101 2 4 8 12 16 20 24 28 32
crops like corn and
facilitate th lanti f 0-200 cm Relative Soil Moisture & 1-week Change in 0-200 cm Relative Soil Moisture
aClttate e planting o Data courtesy of NASA SPoRT
peanuts.
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2026 Crop Reports
Alabama | Elorida | Georgia

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce Ta lla h a Ssee, FL


https://www.nass.usda.gov/Charts_and_Maps/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2025/AL_2025.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Charts_and_Maps/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2025/FL_2025.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Charts_and_Maps/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2025/GA_2025.pdf
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Fire Hazard Impacts

Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

e Keetch-Byram Drought
Indices have dropped

significantly given recent

rains, though this index
IS responsive to recent
rain.

e Burn bans are in place
for Lowndes and Berrien
Counties in South
Georgia and a few
counties in the Florida
Big Bend and
Panhandle.

e [he Significant Wildland
Fire Potential Outlook
for June is for above
normal wildfire activity
In most of the region.

&

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Keetch-Byram Drought Index | Fri 05/22/26, 02:00 PM EDT
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
June 2026

Significant Wildland Fire Potential
B Above [ State Boundary

Ny Below  [CJ Geographic Area Boundary

PREDICTIVE
SERVICES

2% 5 g ; Ma
| [ | Normal [ | Predictive Services Area Boundary Pr.
’
Nati | Interagency Fire Cent
Boise, Idaho
Above normal significant wildland fire potential indicates a greater than usual likelihood that significant wildland fires will occur. Issued: Ma.y 1, 2026
igni i i cted at typical times and intervals during normal significant wildland fire potential conditions. Next Issue: June 1, 2026
so i : :

National Weather Service
Tallahassee, FL


https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
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The summer rainy

season has begun early
with assistance from an

upper level
disturbance. Enhanced

sea breeze activity over

the next few days
could lead to beneficial
rainfall across the
region.

There is a signal for
above normal
precipitation in the
8-14 day outlook (5/30
- 6/5) as an active sea
breeze pattern
continues.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

7-Day Quantitative Precipitation Forecast for May 23,
2026-May 30, 2026

Predicted Inches of Precipitation

: 01 0.25 05 0.75 1 125 15 175
L I

Source(s): National Weather Service Weather Prediction Center; image
courtesy of Drought.gov

Last Updated: 05/23/26

8-14 Day Precipitation Outlook for May 30, 2026-June 5,
2026
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Probability of Below-Normal Precipitation
33% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
Probability of Above-Normal Precipitation
33% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
- Near-Normal Conditions
Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 05/22/26

National Weather Service
Tallahassee, FL


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814prcp.new.gif
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e [he next 3 months favor above
normal temperatures and near
normal precipitation.

e \With sea breeze season
underway, increased rain
chances could bring
iImprovements to the drought.

July

August

IEILELERSIa 80.8° | 7.76" | 82.5° | 7.14" | 82.4° | 7.60"

AVCEIETGILIEN 80.7°  5.86" | 82.2° | 5.74" | 82.2° | 7.79”
Albany 80.9° | 5.06" | 83.1° | 512" | 82.7°  4.83"
Valdosta 79.0° | 7.08" | 81.1°  b.33" | 81.2° b5.11"
Marianna 81.1° | 5.0/7"  82.7° | 510" | 82.1°  4.93"
Dothan 81.1°  5.08"  83.0° | b.95" | 82.0° 6.17"

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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Long-Range Outlooks

Seasonal (3-Month) Temperature Outlook for June 1,

2026-August 31, 2026

H s

The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage.

Probability of Below-Normal Temperatures

33% 40% 50% 60%

Probability of Above-Normal Temperatures

70%

80%

90% 100%

33% 40% 50% 60%

Probability of Near-Normal Temperatures

33%

Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov

40%

0%

80%

90% 100%

50%
Last Updated: 05/21/26

Seasonal (3-Month) Precipitation Outlook for June 1,

2026-August 31, 2026

H 22

Probability of Below-Normal Precipitation

33% 40% 50% 60% T70%

Probability of Above-Normal Precipitation

33% 40% 50% 60% 0%

Probability of Near-Normal Precipitation

33% 40%

Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov

80%

80%

90%

90% 100%

50%
Last Updated: 05/21/26

National Weather Service

"

Tallahassee, FL


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

Drought Outlook
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e \With recent rainfall and expected rainy conditions over the
next week, continued drought improvement is expected
over the near term.

e This new three month outlook is not calling for an end of
drought conditions across the region, however. Even with
sea breeze season starting, it will take a considerable
amount of rain over a widespread area to lead to significant
improvement in the drought or even end the drought.

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

.y ”»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage.

Seasonal (3-Month) Drought Outlook for May 21,
2026-August 31, 2026

Drought s Predicted To...

Persist Improve ” 'End ’ Develop No Drought

Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 05/21/26

National Weather Service
Tallahassee, FL


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

