Drought Information Statement for Southeast
Alabama, Southwest Georgia, and the Florida

Panhandle & Big Bend

= ot 2. \Valid June 5, 2026
7= == |ssued By: National Weather Service Tallahassee, FL
. Contact Information: kelly.godsey@noaa.gov; cameron.young@noaa.gov

nis product will be updated by June 12, 2026
e Please see all currently available products at hitps://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
e Please visit hitps://www.weather.gov/TAE/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.
e Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates for regional drought status updates.

Much needed rainfall brings noticeable drought improvement to much
of the region. However, extreme to exceptional drought continues in
some areas in the coastal and eastern Big Bend.

R - £ )

The drought is long term in character with hydrologic impacts persisting even with
recent rains. Rivers have improved, along with ponds and lakes, for areas west of
the Ochlockonee River Basin.

Further improvement is expected in the coming weeks as the summer rainy
season continues to provide abundant precipitation each week.
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é U.S. Drought Monitor
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“».,.»> Linkto the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for Southeast Alabama, Southwest Georgia, and the Florida Panhandle & Big Bend

e Another week of heavy rainfall across much of the region U.S. Drought Monitor
greatly reduced drought severity and led to improvementin s
the overall drought across the region.
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o Across the coastal and eastern part of the Big Bend
D3 (Extreme Drought) | v wogn
o InFlorida: from Franklin County to Jefferson County @ byt
eastward ez .
o In Georgia: from southern Thomas County to eastern B : ' J
Ben Hill County
®
o In Florida: from Panama City to Chattahoochee eastward
o In Georgia: from Decatur County to Worth County
eastward as well as along and north of US 82
e D1 (Moderate Drought):
o In Florida: Walton, Holmes, Washington, and Jackson
CO u ntl es U.S. Drought Monitor
o In Georgia: west of the Flint River Valley |
o In Alabama: all of southeast Alabama AonormallyDry (D0) Modera Sy - " SSveriny e BUETER EM  Crount (o4
Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 06/02/26
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png
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Copious amounts of rain this week occurred
across South Alabama, the Florida Panhandle
and portions of Southwest Georgia. This led to
improvement in drought intensity, with a one
category improvement for many areas. Lighter
rainfall occurred in the Suwannee River basin,
SO no improvement occurred this week.

One-Week Drought Monitor Class Change:
o 1 Category Improvement
m Across the entire area outside of the
coastal and eastern Big Bend
o No change
m Remainder of the area

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Link to the latest 4-week change map for Southeast Alabama, Southwest Georgia, and the Florida Panhandle & Big Bend

U.S. Drought Monitor 1-Week Change Map
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Drought Change Since Last Week

-3 -2 -1 0 +1 +2 +3
Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 06/02/26

National Weather Service
Tallahassee, FL


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_conus_chng_4W.png
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Near term rainfall has been plentiful, especially west of a Tallahassee to

108 BAROM 1067  69.5% G000 T LN 7N PTICOILTY 150-200% FPLNENLY 110-125% 100-110%

Rainfall totals through June 4, 2026. Non-NWS Data Courtesy: Valdosta line, which has led to improvement in drought severity. However,
*University of Florida - Florida Automated Weather Network . . o
**University of Georgia Weather Network the coastal and eastern Big Bend continues to carry long term deficits that
perewannee River Vater Management >strct extend even beyond 120 days, thus these areas remain in extreme to
orthwest Florida Water Management District . . .
Climatology for non-NWS stations is estimated using PRISM data. exceptlonal dI’Ought deSpIte recent rains.

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce Ta l.la h a Ssee, FI_
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("4'** .»> Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

& Summary of Impacts

Hydrologic Impacts

e Streamflows have improved considerably for areas along and west of the Ochlockonee River basin with some smaller
streams almost reaching flood stage in the last week.

e Surface and groundwater levels are improving,.

e However, some of the larger lakes and ponds and the Suwannee River system still need more rainfall to fully recharge
after the extended drought, especially east of Tallahassee. Numerous lakes and holding ponds are nearly dry.

Agricultural Impacts

e Pastures and crops continue to improve with plentiful rain as growing and planting season continues.

e More irrigation of crops is needed from Jefferson County eastward, however, recent rainfall has benefited crops
considerably.

Fire Hazard Impacts
e Keetch-Byram Drought Index (KBDI) values are less than 200 west of the Ochlockonee River, though still ranging from
400-600 across the Florida Big Bend where less rain fell.

Mitigation Actions
e Northwest Florida Water Management District has issued a water shortage warning for their watershed.
e Suwannee River Water Management District has issued a water shortage advisory for their watershed.

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce Ta lla h a Ssee, FL


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
https://nwfwater.com/district-issues-water-shortage-warning-order/
https://www.mysuwanneeriver.com/m/newsflash/home/detail/1003
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Streamflow conditions have improved, with many locations
In the normal range or better over the last 28 days.

Recent rains have helped considerably from the
Ochlockonee Basin westward, though the Apalachicola
basin still remains below normal.

Farther east, the Big Bend rivers and streams still remain
rather low given the lack of rainfall in these areas.

Despite heavy rainfall in the Withlacoochee, Alapaha, and
the headwaters of the Suwannee Rivers, much of the
Suwannee basin remains well below average as routed
flows have not made it into this basin.

In response to streamflows and groundwater conditions,
Northwest Florida Water Management District has issued a
Water Shortage Warning, and Suwannee River Water

Management District has issued a Water Shortage Advisory.

USGS Streamflow Anomaly - 28-Day Average
( For June 4, 2026

National Oceanic and

V@ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Note: Following the decommissioning of USGS
WaterWatch, historical maps are no longer available.
This image was generated using USGS streamflow
data, and the streamflow anomaly data presented here
are provisional.

Statistics - 28-Day Average

Percentile Classes

@ Extreme High (>95%)
@ Much Above (90-95%)
© Above Normal (75-90%)
@ Normal (25-75%)

@© Below Normal (10-25%)
@ Much Below (5-10%)
@ Extreme Low (<5%)

(O Not-Ranked
) 'ﬁ

National Weather Service
Tallahassee, FL


https://nwfwater.com/district-issues-water-shortage-warning-order/
https://www.mysuwanneeriver.com/m/newsflash/home/detail/1003
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Column—Integrated Relative Soil Moisture (available water; %) valid 12z 05 Jun 2

. . o ) 1—Week Difference in Column Relative Soil Moisture (%) valid 12z 05 Jun 2026
o Deep layer SOIl. molstu re Precipitation in previous hour (1,2,5,10,15,20,25 mm contours)

has improved considerably
across the western half of
the region with recent wig
rains.

e Even so, soil moisture
remains lower than normal
across much of Southwest
Georgia and into the

Florida Big Bend.
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0-200 cm Relative Soil Moisture & 1-week Change in 0-200 cm Relative Soil Moisture
Data courtesy of NASA SPoRT

2026 Crop Reports
Alabama | Elorida | Georgia

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration
v Tallahassee, FL

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://www.nass.usda.gov/Charts_and_Maps/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2025/AL_2025.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Charts_and_Maps/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2025/FL_2025.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Charts_and_Maps/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2025/GA_2025.pdf
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& Fire Hazard Impacts

Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

e Keetch-Byram Drought
Indices have dropped
significantly given recent
rains, though this index is
responsive to recent rain.

e T[here are currently no burn
bans in effect.

e The 340 Wildfire in
Wakulla County reignited
shortly after the recent
rains, highlighting the
ongoing dryness closer to
the coast.

e [he Significant Wildland
Fire Potential Outlook for
June is for near normal
wildfire activity in most of
the region.

National Oceanic and

V@ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Above normal
Significant wildland fires should be expected at typical time:
Significant wildland fires are still possible but less likely than usual during forecasted below normal periods.
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential
I Above [ State Boundary

S — .
N B Below 3 Geographic Area Boundary

X o ] Map produced by

= | [ | Normal [ ] Predictive Services Area Boundary Predictive Services,
National Interagency Fire Center
Boise, Idaho

significant wildland fire potential indicates a greater than usual likelihood that significant wildland fires will occur. Issued: Jur}e 1, 2026
| s and intervals during normal significant wildland fire potential conditions. Next Issue: July 1, 2026

KBDI

National Weather Service
Tallahassee, FL



https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
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High pressure will
dominate much of our
weather during the
next week, leading to
slightly below average
rainfall for the next
week

There is a signal for
above normal
precipitation in the
8-14 day outlook (6/12
- 6/18) with the sea

breeze returning and an

iInflux of moisture from
the Gulf.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

7-Day Quantitative Precipitation Forecast for June 4,
2026-June 11, 2026

Predicted Inches of Precipitation

: 01 0.25 05 0.75 1 125 15 175
L I

Source(s): National Weather Service Weather Prediction Center; image
courtesy of Drought.gov

Last Updated: 06/04/26

8-14 Day Precipitation Outlook for June 12, 2026-June 18,
2026

Probability of Below-Normal Precipitation

33% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Probability of Above-Normal Precipitation

33% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

|~H Near-Normal Conditions

Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 06/04/26

National Weather Service
Tallahassee, FL


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814prcp.new.gif
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e [he next 3 months favor above
normal temperatures and near
normal precipitation.

e \With sea breeze season
underway, increased rain
chances could bring
iImprovements to the drought.

July

August

IEILELERSIa 80.8° | 7.76" | 82.5° | 7.14" | 82.4° | 7.60"

AVCEIETGILIEN 80.7°  5.86" | 82.2° | 5.74" | 82.2° | 7.79”
Albany 80.9° | 5.06" | 83.1° | 512" | 82.7°  4.83"
Valdosta 79.0° | 7.08" | 81.1°  b.33" | 81.2° b5.11"
Marianna 81.1° | 5.0/7"  82.7° | 510" | 82.1°  4.93"
Dothan 81.1°  5.08"  83.0° | b.95" | 82.0° 6.17"

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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Long-Range Outlooks

Seasonal (3-Month) Temperature Outlook for June 1,

2026-August 31, 2026

H s

The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage.

Probability of Below-Normal Temperatures

33% 40% 50% 60%

Probability of Above-Normal Temperatures

70%

80%

90% 100%

33% 40% 50% 60%

Probability of Near-Normal Temperatures

33%

Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov
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Last Updated: 05/21/26

Seasonal (3-Month) Precipitation Outlook for June 1,

2026-August 31, 2026
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Probability of Below-Normal Precipitation

33% 40% 50% 60% T70%

Probability of Above-Normal Precipitation

33% 40% 50% 60% 0%

Probability of Near-Normal Precipitation

33% 40%

Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

Drought Outlook
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e \With recent rainfall and expected rainy conditions over the
next week, continued drought improvement is expected
over the near term.

e Thisthree month outlook is not calling for an end of
drought conditions across the region, however. Even with
sea breeze season starting, it will take a considerable
amount of rain over a widespread area to lead to significant
improvement in the drought or even end the drought.

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

.y ”»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage.

Seasonal (3-Month) Drought Outlook for May 31,
2026-August 31, 2026
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Drought s Predicted To...

Persist Improve ‘End Develop No Drought

Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 05/31/26

National Weather Service
Tallahassee, FL


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

