Drought Information Statement for Southeast

Alabama, Southwest Georgia, and the Florida
Panhandle & Big Bend

=== Valid July 23, 2026
= " [ssued By: National Weather Service Tallahassee, FL
. Contact Information: kelly.godsey@noaa.gov; cameron.young@noaa.gov
= ~ e This product will be updated by August 6, 2026
‘ E Please see all currently available products at hitps://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.

®
e Please visit hitps://www.weather.gov/TAE/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.
e Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates for regional drought status updates.

e Drought Improvement Continues Across the Region. Extreme Drought
Remains in the Lower Suwannee River Basin.
The drought is long term in character with hydrologic impacts persisting

throughout the Southeast Florida Big Bend with low river flows and surface water
levels.

Recent rains from Tropical Storm Bertha provided localized relief, but rainfall over
the last couple of weeks has been below normal, limiting overall drought
Improvement.
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& U.S. Drought Monitor
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v., *aP\ Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for Southeast Alabama, Southwest Georgia, and the Florida Panhandle & Big Bend

e Recent summer rains and some locally heavy rainfall from U.S. Drought Monitor
Tropical Storm Bertha led to reduction of the extreme drought =
area across the region and further improvement along the
Florida Big Bend Coast.

Drought intensity and Extent:

D3 (Extreme Drought)

o In Florida: Inland Lafayette and Dixie Counties.

Southern Madison County and through the FL Big Bend.
e D1 (Moderate Drought):
o In Florida: From Franklin County northeast to Leon
County and eastward to the Aucilla River.
o In Georgia: Thomas County northeast to Berrien County
and south to the GA/FL Border.
e DO (Abnormally Dry):
o From Bay County, Florida northeast to into Southwest

o In Florida: from Coastal Wakulla County eastward to ’

G eo rg 1a. U.S. Drought Monitor
Abnormally Dry (D0) Moderate Drought Severe Drought (D2) Extreme Drought Exceptional Drought
(D1) (D3) (D4)
Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 07/21/26
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png
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Localized improvement with recent rains from
both summertime showers and Tropical Storm
Bertha was helpful to improve drought
intensity.

One-Week Drought Monitor Class Change:
o 1 Category Improvement
m Coastal areas around the Florida Big
Bend.
o No change
m Remainder of the region.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

U.S. Drought Monitor 1-Week Change Map
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Drought Change Since Last Week
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Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 07/14/26

National Weather Service
Tallahassee, FL


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_conus_chng_4W.png

| Last30Days | Last120 Days
Rainfall | Percent | Rainfall | Percent
Springs

334" | 596% | 1771”7  97.8%
191" | 36.0% 17.22” 98.1%
3.14” | 59.4% | 18.41” @ 106.5%
3.27"  59.1% | 23.49" NEYELS
297" | 59.7% | 21.33" HEERES
2.81" 22.33”

6.15” = 86.6% | 17.21” 82.1%
1.94” | 355% @ 19.15" | 112.5%
5.28" | 77.8% | 19.54” 97.8%
Ty Ty** 266" | 528% |« 18.72" [ 1149%
433" | 84.6% | 19.45 | 121.4%
Mt 370" 596% | 17.13"  90.8%
Spring

550" | 86.1% | 13.97" 74.8%

Rainfall totals through July 22, 2026. Non-NWS Data Courtesy:
*University of Florida - Florida Automated Weather Network
**University of Georgia Weather Network
***Suwannee River Water Management District
***Northwest Florida Water Management District
Climatology for non-NWS stations is estimated using PRISM data.
@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

30 day Percent of Normal Precipitation 120 day Percent of Normal Precipitation
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Rainfall has been more plentiful in the near term along the coast, but over
the long term, rainfall has been sufficient to alleviate drought conditions for
most areas.

National Weather Service
Tallahassee, FL
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& Summary of Impacts
e, »> Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

¢***

Hydrologic Impacts
e Streamflows remain below normal to much below normal across eastern portions of Apalachee Bay. Below normal

streamflows are beginning to return to headwater streams in South Georgia and Southeast Alabama where rain has not
been plentiful over the last month.

Agricultural Impacts

e Rainfall continues to slowly improve drought conditions and this has helped the agricultural community now well into
growing season. Where rain has not fallen in multiple days, increased irrigation needs continue as crops mature.

e |rrigation needs remain in the Southeast Florida Big Bend.

Fire Hazard Impacts
e Keetch-Byram Drought Index (KBDI) values are 200-400 across much of the region, but is 400-600 in the Suwannee

Basin from near Valdosta southward to Cross City.

Mitigation Actions
e Northwest Florida Water Management District has issued a water shortage warning for their watershed.
e Suwannee River Water Management District has issued a water shortage advisory for their watershed.

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce Ta lla h a Ssee, FL


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
https://nwfwater.com/district-issues-water-shortage-warning-order/
https://www.mysuwanneeriver.com/m/newsflash/home/detail/1003
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e Streamflow conditions over the last month are normal to
above normal, but in the last /7-14 days headwater basins in
Southeast Alabama and Southwest Georgia have trended
lower.

e |n the Southeast Big Bend, streamflows remain quite low,
especially in the lower Suwannee River.

e |n response to streamflows and groundwater conditions,
Northwest Florida Water Management District has issued a
Water Shortage Warning, and Suwannee River Water

Management District has issued a Water Shortage Advisory.

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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USGS Streamflow Anomaly - 28-Day Average © @ N Statisties - 28-Day Average <
G For July 29 2026 @ [ Extremely Above 52 (2.8%)
’ . @ Much Above 70 (3.8%)
@) @ @ Above 105 (10.7%)
b @ Nomal 731 (40.2%)
Martin Lake @ Below 77 20TH) O 1820
@ @ Much Selow 177 (9.7%)
@] '®) @ cxtremely Below 213 (12.0%)

@ Extreme High (>95%)

@ Much Above (90-95%) '
| @ Above Normal (75-90%)
@ Normal (25-75%)

@ Below Normal (10-25%)

Note: Following the decommissioning of USGS
WaterWatch, historical maps are no longer available.
This image was generated using USGS stream on‘/ @ Much Below (5-10%)
data, and the streamfilow anomaly data presented here { @ Extreme Low (<5%)

are provisional. (O Not-Ranked
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National Weather Service
Tallahassee, FL


https://nwfwater.com/district-issues-water-shortage-warning-order/
https://www.mysuwanneeriver.com/m/newsflash/home/detail/1003

Deep layer soil moisture
remains dry across South
Georgia, but recent rains

did bring some relief.

The heaviest rains were
along the Florida Big Bend
Coast where significant
relief was noted in Leon

County.

&

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Column—Integrated Relative Soil Moisture (available water; %) valid 09z 23 Jul 2 1—Week Difference in Column Relative Soil Moisture (%) valid 09z 23 Jul 2026
Precipitation in previous hour (1,2,5,10,15,20,25 mm contours)

g

El

|
K ?
- e

)
:,
AN s

N L8

N{T

T [ e e - -

15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90 95  .experimentan—28-24-20-16-12 -8 -4 -2-0.101 2 4 8 12 16 20 24 28 32

**xNOTE**
nExperiment@ht 10

0-200 cm Relative Soil Moisture & 1-week Change in 0-200 cm Relative Soil Moisture
Data courtesy of NASA SPoRT

2026 Crop Reports
Alabama | Elorida | Georgia

National Weather Service
Tallahassee, FL


https://www.nass.usda.gov/Charts_and_Maps/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2025/AL_2025.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Charts_and_Maps/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2025/FL_2025.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Charts_and_Maps/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2025/GA_2025.pdf
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Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.
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Keetch-Byram Drought
Indices have largely stayed
below 500, with the
exception of the [-75
corridor near Valdosta and
southward to Cross City.
There are currently no burn
bans in effect.

The Significant Wildland
Fire Potential Outlook for
August is for near normal
wildfire activity in most of
the region.

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
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Scattered showers and
thunderstorms are
expected, mainly late in
the weekend as a
frontal boundary
approaches South
Central Georgia.

The longer range
pattern is for near to
slightly above normal
rainfall in the 8-14 day
outlook (7/30 - 8/5).

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

7-Day Quantitative Precipitation Forecast for July 23,

2026-July 30, 2026

Predicted Inches of Precipitation
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Source(s): National Weather Service Weather Prediction Center; image
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8-14 Day Precipitation Outlook for July 30, 2026-August

5,2026
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National Weather Service

Tallahassee, FL


https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-8%E2%80%9314-day-precipitation-outlook-florida-coast.png
https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-8%E2%80%9314-day-precipitation-outlook-florida-coast.png
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Long-Range Outlooks

The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage.

Seasonal (3-Month) Temperature Outlook for August 1,

e [he next 3 months favors 2026-October 31, 2026
temperatures much above Nl ’4. %) = e ”,
normal and near normal : =
. . . £ ] o
precipitation. yf % mfj M
e \With sea breeze season “"
=
underway drought " ‘f'
Improvement could continue "-— = ’
. o
before reaching September, AN AR ‘k
when drier conditions tend to 4 }\
return. ﬁ
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| August October
Probability of Below-Normal Temperatures
o2 e o1 703 24 33% 40% 50% 60% 7(J)HHM
82.2° | 7.79”  79.2° 538"  71.5° 3.03”
Probability of Above-Normal Temperatures
827° 483" 781° 337" 689" 230" | I
812° 511" | 77.2° 422" 686° 371 33% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
821° 493" | 78.7° 4.068" 695° 3.06” Probability of Near-Normal Temperatures
82.0° 6.17" | 77.9° 327" 68.9° 270" 3% 40% 50%

Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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Last Updated: 07/16/26

Seasonal (3-Month) Temperature Outlook for August 1,
2026-October 31, 2026
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Probability of Below-Normal Precipitation
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Probability of Above-Normal Precipitation
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Probability of Near-Normal Precipitation

50%
Last Updated: 06/18/26

33% 40%
Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov

National Weather Service
Tallahassee, FL


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
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e Drought has ended for some areas in the region over the
last 4 weeks. Additional improvement is expected long

term.

e T[ropical activity and sea breeze storms will help lead to
drought improvement, if the rainfall is sufficiently
widespread. Whether the drought completely ends across
the region is dependent on sufficient rainfall through the

summer months.

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook

»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage.

National Oceanic and

Vﬁ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Seasonal (3-Month) Drought Outlook for July 16,
2026-October 31, 2026
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Drought Is Predicted To...

Persist Improve End Develop No Drought
Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 07/16/26

National Weather Service
Tallahassee, FL


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

