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7 Drought Information Statement for Southeast AL,

S gy, Southwest GA, and the FL Panhandle & Big Bend
Valid September 29, 2023

Issued By: WFO Tallahassee, FL
Contact Information: kelly.godsey@noaa.qov, cameron.young@noaa.gov

e This product will be updated October 13, 2023 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
e Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
[ J

Please visit https://www.weather.gov/tae/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.

Department of Commerce // National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
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«‘gﬁs Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for southeast AL, southwest GA, and the FL Panhandle & Big Bend

e Severe drought has developed across the far U.S. Drought Monitor September 26, 2023
western Florida Panhandle and parts of southeast Tallahassee, FL WFO e dsam bt
Alabama

e Moderate drought continues to spread over more
of southeast Alabama, southwest Georgia, and the
Florida Panhandle and western Big Bend

e Drought intensity and Extent =t

&

"] poAbnormally bry
] o1 Moderate brought
I:I D2 Severe Drought
- D3 Extreme Drought
- D4 Exceptional Drought

o D2 (Severe Drought): generally along and
west of the Choctawhatchee River in the
Florida Panhandle and into Geneva County,
AL

o D1 (Moderate Drought): much of southeast
Alabama, far southwest Georgia, and the
Florida Panhandle and western Big Bend

o DO: (Abnormally Dry): the rest of southwest
Georgia, the western Florida Big Bend, and
the southeast Florida Big Bend

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale
conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more
information on the Drought Monitor, go to
httos/fdroughtmonitor.unl.edu/About.aspx

Author:
Richard Heim
NCEI/NOAA
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droughtmonitor.unl.edu

Image Caption: U.S. Drought Monitor valid 8am EDT September 26.

National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce Ta u.a h a Ssee, FL


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_wfotae_text.png
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s> Link to the latest 2-week change map for southeast AL, southwest GA, and the FL Panhandle & Big Bend

Two Week Drought Monitor Class Change.

o Drought Worsened: Much of the Florida
Panhandle, southeast Alabama, southwest
Georgia, and the southeast Florida Big
Bend

o No Change: parts of southwest Georgia
and around the Tri-State area

o Drought Improved: Lee County, GA

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

September 26, 2023
compared to
September 12, 2023

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Tallahassee, FL WFO
2 Week

adation
[ 2 Class Degradation
[1 1 Class Degradation
"1 No change

[ class Improvement t
[ 2 class n

droughtmonitor.unl.edu I 5 Ciass Improvemen t

Image Caption: U.S. Drought Monitor 2-week change map valid 8am EDT September 26.

National Weather Service
Tallahassee, FL


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_wfoTAE_chng_2W.png
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e Hurricane ldalia’s rainfall footprint Percent of Normal Precipitation (%)
remains evident across the eastern 8/30/,023 ~ 9/28/023 }‘
Big Bend into south central Georgia. L
e However, farther west, rainfall has
been lacking, and areas west of the
Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint
(ACF) Basin are at or below 50% of
normal rainfall for the past 30 and
60 days.

¢
Since September 1 Since August 1
Rainfall Percent | Rainfall

Tallahassee 5.29” +0.67" 10.49” -1.73” 85.8%

Apalachicola 10.93” +5.84” 214.7% 17.22” +434" [1337% "

Cross City 3.52” -2.03” 63.4% 14.33" +0.68" 105.0% | 1o koo

Albany 2.53" -0.71” 78.1% 7.03” -1.04” 87.1%
Valdosta 4.40” +0.39” 109.7% 15.37” +6.25” 168.5%
Panama City 4.43” -0.42” 91.3% 7.18” -4.80" 59.9%
Marianna 4.67" +0.84” IR2IO%N 681" -1.95” 77.7%

é Precipitation

2N ”»> Note: Precipitation after 8 AM EDT/7 AM CDT Tuesday is incorporated in next week’s Drought Monitor

Percent of Normal Precipitation (%)
7/31/2023 - 9/28/2023
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Image Captions:
Left - 30-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation for the Southeast US
Right - 60-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation for the Southeast US

Dothan 261" -047" 84.7% 511" 414" 55.2% Data Courtesy High Plains Regional Climate Center and Southeast Regional

DeFuniak Springs 0.73” -4.91” 13.0% 4.25” -8.34” 33.8%

Geneva 0.94” -3.83” 19.7% 2.00” -8.20” 19.6%
Quincy 271 -2.97” 47.7% 7.33” -4.40" 62.5%
National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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Climate Center.
Data over the past 30 and 60 days ending September 28, 2023

National Weather Service
Tallahassee, FL
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& Summary of Impacts
ndition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

> Links: See/submit Co

Hydrologlc Impacts
e The Shoal River at Mossy Head is much below normal. Below normal streamflows continue along several

‘

rivers from the ACF Basin westward.

Agricultural Impacts
e Alabama: none reported

e Florida: none reported
e Georgia: Difficulty digging peanuts in SW GA dryland fields. Report of wetlands drying up and water table
lowering in Cook County.

Fire Hazard Impacts
Keetch-Byram Drought Index values over 600 for southeast AL, southwest GA, and far western FL Panhandle

. -
e /-day Significant Fire Potential Outlook indicates moderate to high fire potential over the next week

Other Impacts
e The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs Office of Water Resources (ADECA OWR) has
declared a Drought Watch for Drought Region 8, which includes Coffee, Dale, Geneva, Henry, and Houston

Counties. ADECA'’s latest Drought Declaration can be found here.

Mitigation Actions
e Please refer to your municipality and/or water provider for mitigation information
National Weather Service

Tallahassee, FL

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
https://adeca.alabama.gov/wp-content/uploads/DroughtDeclaration.pdf

& Hydrologic Conditions and Impacts
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e Streamflow from the ACF Basin westward are
generally running near or below normal.
e Much below normal streamflows:
o Shoal River at Mossy Head
e Below normal streamflows: parts of the
Choctawhatchee, Flint, Ichawaynochaway, Spring
Creek, Ochlockonee, and Apalachicola

14-Day Average 28-Day Average
Streamflow Streamflow
Percentile Percentile

Explanation - Percentile classes

Shoal River at Mossy Head

21.9% 19.5% o | 50| 1020 2578 {0 | oot G
14.8% 17.1% Muchbelw Biow, | nomat | Abms Pochabed T || i
13.3% 12.7%

19.8% 19.8% Image Caption: USGS 28 day average streamflow map valid September 29, 2023

Apalachicola River at Chipola Cutoff 23.2% - 259%
Ichawaynochaway River at Milford . 368% 18.7%
Spring Creek at Iron City - 268% 22.3%

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce Ta lla hassee, FL



0-100 cm Relative Soil Moisture (available water; %) valid 12z 29 Sep 2023
Y Soi ls rem a i n Ve ry d ry a Long Prepitation in previous hur (1,2,5,10,15,20,25 mm contour\s)

and west of the Flint River :
e Soils have been generally
drying across southwest
Georgia, southeast
Alabama, the far western
Florida Panhandle, and the =
southeast Big Bend over
the last 2 weeks.
e Farmersin southwest GA  w«f
have reported difficulty
digging peanuts in dryland image Captions:

fields and declining water Left: 0-100 cm Relative Soil Moisture valid September 29, 2023
t bl Right: 0-100 cm Relative Soil Moisture 2-week Change valid through September 29, 2023
aples.

2-Week Difference in Column Relative Soil Moisture (%) valid 12z 29 Sep 2023
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2023 Crop Reports
Alabama | Florida | Georgia

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce Ta u.a hassee, FL


https://www.nass.usda.gov/Charts_and_Maps/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2023/AL_2023.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Charts_and_Maps/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2023/FL_2023.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Charts_and_Maps/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2023/GA_2023.pdf
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é Fire Hazard Impacts

Yoy >>> Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

o

e Keetch-Byram Drought 7-Day Siqgnificant Fire Potential Outlook from the Southern Area Coordination Center
Index values remain above
600 in the far western FL
Panhandle, SOUtheaSt AL, , Keetch-Byram Drought Index: 28-8ep-23
and parts of southwest s
GA.

e Significant fire potential
remains moderate to high
for the next week with the
higher threat being for
wind across south

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
October 2023

£

Alabama. i
e The outlook for October BnnEan W ... :
CauS fOI’ near normal WFAS-MAPS Graphics FIRE BEHAVIOR RESEARCH MISSOULA, MT
wildfire potential across Image Captions:
Left - Keetch-Byram Drought Index valid September 28, 2023 (Wildland Fire Assessment System)
SOUtheaSt Ala ba ma, Right - Significant Wildland Fire Potential for October 2023 (National Interagency Coordination Center)

southwest Georgia, and
north Florida.
National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration
v Tallahassee, FL

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
https://fsapps.nwcg.gov/psp/npsg/forecast#/outlooks?state=map&gaccId=9

&

Little to no rainfall is forecast during
the next 7 days.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

55 [168-Hour Day 1-7 GPF
-25 |valid 12Z Fri Sep 29 2023
-10 | Thry 127 Fri Oct 06 2023
-01 ||ssued: 1032Z Fri Sep 29 2023
Forecaster: WPC —
DOC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP/WPC

Image Caption: Weather Prediction Center 7-day precipitation forecast valid Friday,
September 29 through Friday, October 6

National Weather Service
Tallahassee, FL


https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/qpf/p168i.gif
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O ”s> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

e The October outlook favors
above normal
temperatures but equal
chances for below, near, or
above average rainfall.

e Climatologically, October
and November are drier
months across the forecast
area.

Valid: October 2023

Chances

-%% . 5050
| = o070

Likely

Above < H 7080

Tallahassee 70.3° 3.24"
Apalachicola 71.5° 3.63”
Cross City 71.0° 2237
Albany 68.9° 2.30”
Valdosta 68.6° 3.717
Marianna 69.5° 3.06”
Dothan 68.9° 2.70”

U.S. Department of Commerce

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

Monthly Temperature Outlook

Issued: September 21, 2023
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Monthly Precipitation Outlook &

Valid: October 2023

- Issued: September 21, 2023
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Image Captions:

Left - Climate Prediction Center Monthly Temperature Outlook.
Right - Climate Prediction Center Monthly Precipitation Outlook.
Valid October 2023

National Weather Service
Tallahassee, FL


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off15_temp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off15_prcp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_temp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_prcp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/off14_temp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/off14_prcp.gif

& Drought Outlook

S
“v,..»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

e The seasonal drought outlook shows that U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook .q o september 21 - December 31, 2023
. . . Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released September 21, 2023

drought removal appears likely heading into the
next few months.

Depicts large-scale trends based
{{/ on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events.
M\ "Ongoing" drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4)

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none)

. Drought persists

Drought remains,
but improves

Author:
Yun Fan
NOAA/NWS/NCEP Climate Prediction Center

Drought removal likely

Drought development likely
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https://go.usa.gov/3eZ73

Links to the latest: Image Caption:
: o Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook Released September 21, 2023 valid
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook for September 21, 2093 through December 31, 2023

Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce Ta u.a hassee, FL



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

