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Fact Sheet 
 
Event date: Freeze of 1980-1981 
 

 
Figure 1. (Left) Icicles on citrus trees. (Right) Little girl examining frozen citrus trees. 

 
Summary of event: The winter of 1980-1981 experienced severe freeze conditions for many 
locations in Florida. Normally temperate climates turned frigid. Pinellas Park experienced 
temperatures of 24ºF (-4.4ºC), while Tampa experienced 22ºF (-5.5ºC). The estimated loss of citrus 
crops was around 30 million boxes, and each box yielded a below average amount of juice. Other 
crops increased in price, with vegetables such as tomatoes doubling their cost.  



 

 
Figure 2. Newspaper clippings and various headlines. 

 
 



 

 
Figure 3. Newspaper headlines and pictures indicating severity of the freeze. 

 
Links for more information:  http://www.terrain.org/unsprawl/14/images/hw_freeze.jpg 
 
Acknowledgements:  The Ledger – March 4, 1980, The Milwaukee Sentinel - March 5, 1980, 
Spokane Daily Chronicle – March 10,1980. 
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