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Freezing Temperatures Affect Florida

Fact Sheet

Event date: Freeze of 1980-1981

Summary of event: The winter of 1980-1981 experienced severe freeze conditions for many
locations in Florida. Normally temperate climates turned frigid. Pinellas Park experienced
temperatures of 242F (-4.42C), while Tampa experienced 222F (-5.52C). The estimated loss of citrus
crops was around 30 million boxes, and each box yielded a below average amount of juice. Other
crops increased in price, with vegetables such as tomatoes doubling their cost.
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Figure 2. Newspaper clippings and various headlines.



PRESERVE

Gvitiotive
FLORIDA LUSSES RISE  Vinter Vegetables and Up to :j‘ :

AS FREETE CONTINUES of Of'af\ge Crop Damaged — 5

| Cities Set Record Lows
her moderated slightly -
m“:pglx!ti tgfe Sxialﬁio?s :Jr:rthe:s;ghthe‘ In Florida, record low temperature:

was still far below zero in many
amr:racs‘:?nd the National Weather Service Were reported for the date b}’ D&Y(Oﬂﬂ

said that abnormal cold was likely to lin-  Beach, 19 degrees; Orlando, 20; Tampa
~oer for at least another month. BV con- | 9. Fart Mvers. 31! and Kev West, 47,

Much of South Still Snowed Under;
Freeze Hits Citrus Crops in Florida}

Tonight, for the second night, the Na-

tional Weather Service said, freezing AS for Flonda the Natlona] weamer g

weather was expected from northern

Florida to the Keys. Early this morning. Seryice 5aid that never had such a cold

lemperatures dropped to 8 degrees in Tal-

‘ahassee and to 19 degrees in Jackson- magg of air Swept across the state so late

ville, where one death was attributed to
the cold. It was 27 degrees in Homestead, m the wmter
.

a wink acsicalitueal aron cneitth af Miami

Freeze Nips Florida Oranges but Stocks
Are Plentiful; Brazil May Boost Exports

Freeze Damaged Orange Crop™. "~ 2

coated oranges in Rockledge, Fla,

Figure 3. Newspaper headlines and pictures indicating severity of the freeze.

Links for more information: http://www.terrain.org/unsprawl/14/images/hw freeze.jpg
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