
 

Killer Tornadoes Leave a Path of  

Destruction across Central  

Florida for over 100 Miles in 1966 

Fact Sheet 

 
 Date: April 4, 1966 

 Time: 820 am 

 Estimated Tornado Intensity: F4 

 Estimated Maximum Wind: 207-260 mph 

 Tornado Width (Yards): 300 

 Path Length (Miles): f100 

 Deaths: 11 

 Injuries: 3350 

 Damage Amount: 50 M+ 

 Number of Homes Damages: 279 homes+, 

1 school, 1 restaurant, and many trailers 

 County: Pinellas, Hillsborough, & Polk 

 

 
A resident devastated by all the damages to his community 
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Walls collapsed on this house during the tornadoes fury 

Tampa Tribune 

 

Summary of event: 

It was just another morning on April 5, 1966 when a severe thunderstorm changed many 

lives throughout Pinellas and Hillsborough counties. Many people were just getting to work or 

school while other residents were just waking up. The severe thunderstorm spawned several 

twisters. One twister had a path length that traveled up to 47 miles. The twisters did a deadly 

hopscotch across a 40-mile-wide band across the middle of Florida. Many of the homes 

rammed by the swirling wind funnels were destroyed or were so damaged they could not be 

inhabited (St Petersburg Times, April 5
th

, Section 14-A).  

 

Detailed experience: 

Carrollwood subdivision and the University of South Florida in Tampa were the most 

devastated areas. The twister was not selective in its targets as homes in the Carrollwood 

subdivision and Forrest Hills area were belted (St Petersburg Times, April 5
th

, Section 14-

A). Carrollwood homes are very fine and elegant modeled homes. Some of the larger colonial 

style homes in Carrollwood were demolished. One observer, Tim Waggoner, said he saw 

one home where the furniture was literally “sucked” out of the home (St Petersburg Times, 



 

April 5
th

, Section 14-A). The twister did a tremendous amount of damage. Some buildings 

were crushed by the twister – crushed as if a giant sledge hammer had been at work on the 

building (St Petersburg Times, April 5
th

, Section 14-A).  

In another area of Tampa, there were two boys visiting their aunt from Chicago. The 

grandsons of Mrs. Sparkman were very scared when the tornado hit her ranch home. Mrs. 

Sparkman was standing in the living room and the boys were in the bedroom hall. The 

house shook. “I thought it was just hail hitting the windows then glass and wood just came 

through the house,” Mrs. Sparkman remembers. “The two boys ran to me and I tried to 

get them under the bed but glass was flying so hard I just grabbed them and held them 

close to me.” Every window in the house was smashed. Bits of glass and wood were 

imbedded in the walls. “It only lasted five minutes at the most,” Mrs. Sparkman recalls. In 

the five minutes a roof of another home was blown through the front of the Sparkman 

house splintering the cement blocks and knocking the inside doors off their hinges (Tampa 

Tribune, April 5
th

, Section A-6).  

Unfortunately there were several deaths that the twister caused. The death toll was not 

very high though at eleven deaths. Officials wondered why the death toll was not higher after 

viewing the overturned automobiles and houses smashed like eggs. They predicted it will be 

days before damage estimates will be accurately totaled and months before things return to 

normal in many Florida neighborhoods (St Petersburg Times, April 5
th

, Section 14-A). 

Another area that was impacted was Auburndale, Florida. One citrus grove section four miles 

long and one mile wide was stripped. “The ground was yellow and the trees were bare,” 

said one observer. “You couldn’t walk without stepping on them (trees)” (St Petersburg 

Times, April 5
th

, Section 14-A). While in Lakeland, which is located in Polk County, an 

observer witnessed a 55-foot radio tower that was yanked out of its concrete pilings and 

smashed to the ground (St Petersburg Times, April 5
th

, Section 14-A).  

Although, the twister did an extensive amount of damage and there were numerous 

deaths many people did survive to tell the story of the 1966 twister that came through their 

houses and schools that morning.  
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The path the storm took across Florida 
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Area where the storm crossed 
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Estimated numbers from the storm 
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