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Why Do We Conduct Damage Surveys?

,W\} NATIONAL WEATHER SERIVCE TAMPA BAY
U NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION

$ Preliminary

Reconstruct the events that = Damage Survey Results

occurred Pinellas County Tornado
Date 12/16/2020

Provide an accurate assessment of

Time (Local) 3:49 PM
what happened to core partners EF Rating EF-2
Improve warning programs Est. Peak Wind LS
Path Length 13.12 miles
Max Width 300 yards
Deaths/Injuries 0/0 [l el U o

ISSUED: 5:00 PM, Thursday, December 17, 2020




How Strong was the Wind?

e (Car ports can act like a
parachute to catch the
wind




Was This A Tornado?




Determining the Source of Damage




Determining the Source of Damage
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Wind Direction




Determining the Source of Damage




Determining the Source of Damage

Center of Tornado’s Path
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Correlating With Radar

shows an archingline

rather than a hook (i ceased. The line of

» blue with almost no
red suggests strong

echo. Outflow is A
beginningto race out | -

" straight-line winds

ahead of the storm, . s
producing gusty
winds

rather than a
) tornado
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The Damage Assessment Toolkit

Damage Assessment Toolkit
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How You Can Help

Pictures!

Pictures!

Pictures!

Details describing what you see
Location where damaged occurred

“Metal roof panels stripped from
canopy”

“Damage converges towards
central point along path”




The More Detail the Better

WCross BaWwir v
S
. 4
s
® v
&
= v
m
E =
Dé f’; ¥V Vosth Avy X\ - x *
g & Ry o g
q'”, - AV ' 8
¥ v
&
: v v
v
®
v v

AVA 4




Where Did Damage Start? End?
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Important for determining the length of the | cesthe ot
damage | 160 82.04
| office TBW
Can be correlated with what we see on | image ul
ra d ar | g:_:.s'_l"-_or f:_a ccuracy
®, Y
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edit_user gusten.flannery_nosa
edit_time
comments Southern extent of

demage. Pool cege
destroyed; some
cemage to siding

Zoom to




Most Importantly

Let us know what you know what you see, as soon as you can

The information is extremely important for us to accurately assess what happened, and
determine if additional actions are needed
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Reports of confirmed tornado on the ground. It is
currently moving towards Kathleen. TAKE COVER NOW

#flwx




Questions?

Thank you for your time!
austen.flannery@noaa.gov




