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Overview
o NWS Flood Products

o Application of NWS Flood Products to Florida

o NWS Tampa Bay Area Flood Product Examples



NWS Flood Products
3 Product Types

Flash Flooding (FF)

Areal Flooding (FA)

River Flooding (FL)

3 Product Significance Levels

Warning

Advisory

Watch 



Review of Significance Levels
Warning

Flooding is about to occur or is already occurring. At this level, flooding is 
dangerous and a threat to life and property.

Advisory

Flooding is about to occur or is already occurring. At this level, flooding is a 
nuisance but may be come a threat to life and property if caution is not taken.

Watch

Ingredients are in place for flooding to occur, but it is not yet occurring.

More information: https://www.weather.gov/safety/flood-watch-warning



Flash Flooding
- Occurs after heavy to intense rainfall in a short time-frame, typically 6 hours or less

- Develops quickly and poses the greatest immediate risk to life and property when it 
occurs

- Can occur in areas that have not received rainfall due to terrain

- Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEAs) are issued for Flash Flood Warnings tagged as 
considerable or catastrophic 



Flash Flood Warnings by NWS Office



Flash Flood Warning Example 1



Flash Flood Warning Example 2



Areal Flooding 
- Occurs after moderate to heavy rainfall over a longer duration

- Typically occurs in low-lying, flood prone areas

- May also occur over larger land areas

- WEAs are not issued for Areal Flood products



Areal Flood Warning Example



Areal Flood Advisory Example



River Flooding
- Advisories and Warnings are issued as rivers approach and reach previously 
determined flood stages

-Typically a longer duration for products as time passes while the river recedes below 
flood stage

- WEAs are not issued for River Flood products



River Flood Warning Example



Questions?


