 Drought Information Statement for Eastern Oklahoma

- and Northwestern Arkansas
Valid April 30, 2026

* Issued By: National Weather Service Tulsa, OK

- Contact Information: sr-tsa.webmaster@noaa.gov

This product will be updated June 5, 2026 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
Please visit https://www.weather.gov/tsa/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.

Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates for regional drought status updates.

Recent rainfall has improved the drought situation across eastern
Oklahoma and northwestern Arkansas.

However, drought and abnormally dry conditions still continue across
the area.

Extreme (D3) Drought remains in eastern Choctaw County in
southeastern Oklahoma

Department of Commerce // National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration


https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements
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U.S. Drought Monitor

3‘5 Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for Eastern Oklahoma and Northwestern Arkansas

e Drought intensity and Extent

D3 (Extreme Droug ht) Choctaw County

D2 (Severe Drought): Mayes, Cherokee, Wagoner,
Choctaw, Benton, Carroll, and Madison Counties
D1 (Moderate Drought): Osage, Pawnee, Creek,
Tulsa, Washington OK, Nowata, Rogers, Mayes,
Delaware, Wagoner, Muskogee, Okmulgee,
Okfuskee, McIntosh, Pittsburg, Haskell, Cherokee,
Adair, Sequoyah, Le Flore, Pushmataha, Choctaw,
Benton, Carroll, Madison, Washington AR,
Crawford, and Franklin Counties

DO: (Abnormally Dry): Washington OK, Nowata,
Rogers, Craig, Mayes, Ottawa, Delaware, Cherokee,
Adair, Sequoyah, Muskogee, McIntosh, Okmulgee,
Okfuskee, Pittsburg, Haskell, Latimer, Le Flore,
Pushmataha, Choctaw, Benton, Carroll, Washington
AR, Crawford, Sebastian, and Franklin Counties

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

U.S. Drought Monitor

U.S. Drought Monitor

Abnormally Dry (DO) Moderate Drought ~ Severe Drought ~ Extreme Drought Exceptional
(D1) (D2) (D! Drought (D4)

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 04/28/26

National Weather Service
Tulsa, OK


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png

Precipitation

e Over the last 30 days (ending at 7 am
CDT Aprll 30’ 2026), rainfa ll tota ls have 30-DayPre:ipita\tionAccumulations(Inches) ] 30-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation \
ranged from 3.5” to 12", which - M8 ' '
corresponds to 75% to 280% of normal

e Over the last 90 days (ending at 7 am
CDT April 30, 2026), rainfall totals have
ranged from around 6” to around 177,
which corresponds to 50%-150% of
normal.

o Approximately half of the area has
received less than 90% of the

normal precipitation over the last

th ree m O nth S . 0 001 05 1 2 0% 25% 50% 5% 100%
2 4 6 8 100% 150% 200% 300%
Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 04/30/26 Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 04/30/26
image courtesy of Drought.gov image courtesy of Drought.gov

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce Tu lsa ) O K
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& Summary of Impacts
Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

> Links: See/submit
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Hydrologic Impacts

([ J
normal as of April 30, 2026 according to the USGS.
One USACE reservoir in eastern OK and northwestern AR was below 3% of the top of its

. o
conservation pool as of April 30, 2026 (https:/www.swt-wc.usace.army.mil/map/)

The current streamflow in a few rivers in the Arkansas River and White River basins were below

Agricultural Impacts

. .
have reported improvement in pasture conditions from the recent rainfall

Poor pasture conditions remain in areas that have not received significant rainfall, though some areas
(https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx)

Fire Hazard Impacts
No burn bans were in effect across eastern Oklahoma and northwestern Arkansas

[ ]
e No currentincrease in fire hazards across the area

Other Impacts
e There are no known impacts at this time

Mitigation Actions
e None reported
National Weather Service
Tulsa, OK

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Comm


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?aoi=bbox-%5B-99.34736%2C32.88996%2C-87.53923%2C38.37267%5D&view=%7B%22basemap%22%3A%22EsriTopo%22%2C%22bounds%22%3A%22-99.34735910582445%2C32.88995717819131%2C-87.53922828718191%2C38.37266851590441%22%2C%22insetMap%22%3Afalse%2C%22panel%22%3A%7B%22id%22%3A%22ViewerTools%22%2C%22open%22%3Atrue%2C%22checkbox%22%3A%220%2C10%2C20%2C21%2C22%2C23%22%2C%22range%22%3A%220%3A1.0%2C1%3A1.0%2C2%3A1.0%2C3%3A1.0%2C4%3A1.0%2C5%3A1.0%2C6%3A1.0%2C7%3A1.0%2C8%3A0.8%2C9%3A0.3%2C10%3A0.5%2C11%3A0.5%2C12%3A0.5%2C13%3A0.5%2C14%3A0.5%2C15%3A0.5%2C16%3A0.5%2C17%3A1.0%2C18%3A1.0%2C19%3A1.0%2C20%3A1.0%22%2C%22select%22%3A%220%3A0%2C1%3A0%2C2%3A0%2C3%3A0%2C4%3A0%2C5%3A0%2C6%3A0%2C7%3A0%2C8%3A0%2C9%3A0%2C10%3A0%2C11%3A0%2C12%3A0%2C13%3A0%2C14%3A0%2C15%3A0%2C16%3A0%2C17%3A0%2C18%3A0%2C19%3A0%22%7D%7D
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The 4/30/2026 USGS streamflow (image on efs A ige Lok =l
. . 5 e rinafiel All-time high forthis 100" percentile
the right) was near normal for this date for - dg T A aay (rmaimur)
N - ' ‘p O é juch above normal reentile
most rivers across eastern OK and northwest ¢ % @ O% L :‘b - I ' f:‘; i
0O sage Q ® ove normal =2 percentile
Q. E Reservation Lz k@O’ % g O
AR. i - ) RS Gheroicalo © Tic::%iQe; ull =
e : Oi O@Ogdo@' Rg "1"3;0‘ L;J;:es # Below normal 10* - 24* percentile
. . Stilwater I“é'\ o Al O Much below normal ~ <10* percentile
River gages with Below Normal (10th-24th Serer & 52 O Bgaeio o oS g gl o
. lowa 4. (0] B 0 percentile (minimum)
percentile) or Much Below Normal (less than bl 5! o« O o Em © -
. . 20 (5] = ,O S @ Not flowing
10th percentile) streamflows: ?5@9 & Robert S Kerr Rese%og, R
e Neosho River near Chouteau, OK ooy O DBEINSS o/ o nsg
. L ® Recent measurement unavailable
e Haikey Creek at Tulsa, OK 8 N 3
e Coal Creek at Tulsa, OK e ol o0 1 a giiowon 1A e s
e Yocum Creek near Oak Grove, AR -+ 300 ettt il
e Fourche Maline near Red Oak, OK X 6% 4 e e e
R, Service (NWS) and are not established for all USGS
e Black Fork near Page, OK <2 Riv o
e Kiamichi River near Big Cedar, OK

(

Click streamflow monitoring

St BSOS nooE

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
NG imosoheric Adminisration Tulsa, OK



Agricultural Impacts

e Late April reports from producers in ,
. . Crop Moisture Index @
northwest AR indicate that pastures Value for the April 19 - 25, 2026 v
. . . . Short Term Need vs. Available Water in a Shallow Soil Profile
have improved, especially in the areas
that received the higher rainfall totals
recently.

e However, despite greening up, pasture
growth is still less than normal for this
time of year in areas that have received
lesser rainfall in northwest AR.

Crop Moisture

DEPICTS SHORT-TERM (UP TO 4 WEEKS)

ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICULTURE,
RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY WEEK TO WEEK
AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT THE BEGINNING AND i
END OF THE GROWING SEASON. Based on preliminary data
USES... APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT-TERM, WEEK TO WEEK, STATUS

OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS

LIMITATIONS... MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALLOW ROOTED CROPS Below -3 1to1.9
'WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOISTURE FROM A SHALLOW

SOIL PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERATURES ARE AVERAGING 29to2  2to29
BELOW ABOUT 55F.IT IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF THE LONG-TERM (MONTHS, YEARS)
DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED BY THE DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX.

-1.9 to 1 [l Above 3
-0.9t0.9

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce TU lsa y O K
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& Seven Day Precipitation Forecast

***

&

7-Day Quantitative Precipitation Forecast for April 30,

e Thereis alow chance of rain May 1 across 20P6-NAF12009
southeast Oklahoma, with dry conditions :
expected across all of eastern Oklahoma and
northwestern Arkansas through the weekend.

e A chance for showers and thunderstorms
returns to the region on the evening of May 4th
and continues through May 6.

e 0.10" to 1.50” of total rainfall is currently
forecast over the next 7 days (through May 6,
2026).

Predicted Inches of Precipitation

N e T ——r

0 001 125 15 175

175 15 20

Sou rce(s) Nmom\ Weather Service Weather Prsdlcnon Center; image Last Updated: 04/30/26
courtesy of Drought.gov

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce Tu lsa ) O K



& Long-Range Outlooks

4,

O ”s> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Monthly Precipitation Outlook for May 1, 2026-May 31,

e Thereis a slightly enhanced chance for e
above median precipitation across t\ | L Lr*
southeastern OK for May, and an equal

chance for above, near, or below F

median precipitation for the remainder
of eastern OK and northwestern AR. p

e For the April-June season, there is a
slightly enhanced chance for below
median precipitation across far
northern OK, and an equal chance for
above, near, or below median
precipitation for the remainder of
eastern OK and northwestern AR.

Probabillty of Below-Normal Preclpitation

e Thereis an enhanced chance for above m e o oo S E——
normal temperatures across all of mm"“v°'A°°"=-"°fma'Pf“'P'“"“__—
eastern OK and northwestern AR for Wo om0 s®e % w6 e o oow

M ay a nd fo r the M ay—J u Ly Seaso n . Probability of Near-Normal Precipitation |

33% 40% 50%
Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 04/16/26

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Monthly Temperature Outlook for May 1, 2026-May 31,

ot |

i

Probability of Below-Normal Temperatures

i

33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90% 100%
Probability of Above-Normal Temperatures
33% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
Probability of Near-Normal Temperatures

\ |
33% 40% 50%
Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 04/16/26

National Weather Service
Tulsa, OK


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
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& Drought Outlook

»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

&

i( * *
Seasonal (3-Month) Drought Outlook for April 16,
2026-July 31, 2026

The Seasonal Drought Outlook for April 16 - July
31, 2026:

e Droughtis expected to persist across
northeastern Oklahoma.

e Droughtis expected to improve or end across
the remainder of eastern Oklahoma and
northwestern Arkansas.

DroughtIsPredicted To...

Links to the latest:

Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Qutlook * | ot T
. . . ersis mprove n evelop o Droug
Cllmate PredlCthﬂ Center Seasonal Drouqht OUtLOOk Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 04/16/26

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration
V Tulsa, OK

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

