~ Drought Information Statement for

Southeast Arizona
Valid December 22, 2025

Issued By: National Weather Service Tucson, AZ

Contact Information; w-twc.webmaster@noaa.qov

A e This product will be updated by January 22, 2026 or sooner if drought conditions worsen significantly.
. : Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.

Please visit https://www.weather.gov/twc/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.

Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/ for regional drought status updates.

The only area of Extreme (D3) drought conditions is across central
Greenlee county.
Severe (D2) to Moderate (D1) drought conditions continue across the

remainder of southeast Arizona.
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& U.S. Drought Monitor
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e Drought intensity and Extent
o [DENILT L EI 4419 No areas.

o DPEFERUEHUEICIT41): Central Greenlee

county.

o D2(Severe Drought). The remainder of
Greenlee county; much of Graham county;
eastern half of Cochise county; western half of
Santa Cruz county and southern portions of
Pima county.

o D1 (Moderate Drought): The remainder of
Pinal, Pima, Santa Cruz, Cochise & Santa Cruz
counties.

o DO: (Abnormally Dry): A small area of far
northeast Pinal county and northwest Graham
county.
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v.,.> Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for southeast Arizona

U.S. Drought Monitor
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U.S. Drought Monitor

Abnormally Dry (DO) Moderate Drought ~ Severe Drought ~ Extreme Drought Exceptional
(D1) (D2) (D3) Drought (D4)

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 12/16/25

National Weather Service
Tucson, AZ


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_wfotwc_cat.png
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Recent Change in Drought Intensity
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?, %> Link to the latest 4-week change map for southeast Arizona
U.S. Drought Monitor 1-Week Change Map
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One Week Drought Monitor Class Change.
Drought Worsened: No deterioration

O
was observed.

o No Change: All of southeast Arizona

o Drought Improved: No improvement

was observed.
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Drought Change Since Last Week
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DataValid: 12/16/25
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Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA; image courtesy of Drought.gov
National Weather Service
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_AZ_chng_4W.png

Precipitation

) Most of the area has 30-Day Precipitation Accumulations (Inches) 30-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation
recorded below normal o
precipitation during the
past 30 days.

Inch f Precipitati
nehesorrrecipiation Precipitation Shown as a Percentage of Normal Conditions
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Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 12/22/25
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Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 12/22/25
image courtesy of Drought.gov

Data over the past 30 days ending December 22, 2025
National Oceanic and National Weather Service
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y Tem perature
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Ave. Temperature (deg. F)

e The past 30 days has been
warmer than normal across

southeast Arizona.

5 48 51 54 57 60 63 66 -10 -6 -4 =2
Generated !2/22/2025 at WRCC using provisional datu

4!
Generated !2/22/2025 at WRCC using provisional dota.
NOAA Regional Climate Centers NOAA Regional Climate Centers .

Image Captions:

Left - Average Temperature for Arizona w/southeast Arizona in highlighted gray box

Right - Departure from Normal Temperature for Arizona w/southeast Arizona in highlighted gray box
Data Courtesy Western Regional Climate Center.

Data over the past 30 days ending December 21, 2025
National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Tucson, AZ
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https://wrcc.dri.edu/cgi-bin/anomimage.pl?ari30dTv.png
https://wrcc.dri.edu/cgi-bin/anomimage.pl?ari30dTvdep.png
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& Summary of Impacts
Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

> Links: See/submit

;\

Hydrologic Impacts
Stream flows were normal across most of the Santa Cruz river basin and parts of the Gila River river

basin. (USGS Streamflow)

Agricultural Impacts
Soil moisture values were above normal west of Tucson. (Soil Moisture Observations)

Fire Hazard Impacts
Normal fire potential is expected over the next month

Other Impacts

e There are no known impacts at this time.
Mitigation Actions

e Please refer to your municipality and/or water provider for mitigation information

National Weather Service
Tucson, AZ

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Comm


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/index.php?id=pa07d&sid=w__map%7Cm__pa07d_nwc&r=az
https://www.drought.gov/topics/soil-moisture

e Stream flows were normal across
most of the Santa Cruz river
basin, parts of the Gila River river
basin and across central Pima
county.

e Below normal stream flows for
the remaining basins of
southeast Arizona.

Explanation - Percentile classes

<10 10-24 | 25-75 | 76-90 >90 )
Low High  |No Data

Above Much above
Murfovmahbdrw nofmsdwzl Normal normal rormal |

Image Caption: USGS 7 day average
streamflow HUC map valid
December 21, 2025

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce TU Cson, AZ
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Agricultural Impacts

Above normal soil moisture values exist west of
Tucson while near normal soil moisture values exist
from Tucson east.

Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking Percentile
DEC 21, 2025

&

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Value tor the December 14 - 20U, 2025
Short Term Need vs. Available Water in a Shallow Soil Profile
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Crop Moisture

DEPICTS SHORT-TERM (UP TO 4 WEEKS)

ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICULTURE,
RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY WEEK TO WEEK
AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT THE BEGINNING AND i
END OF THE GROWING SEASON. Based on preliminary data
USES... APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT-TERM, WEEK TO WEEK, STATUS

OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS.

LIMITATIONS... MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALLOW ROOTED CROPS Below -3 1to1.9
WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOISTURE FROM A SHALLOW

SOIL PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERATURES ARE AVERAGING 29t02 | 2to2.9
BELOW ABOUT 55F.T IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF THE LONG-TERM (MONTHS, YEARS)

DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED BY THE DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX

-1.9to 1 [ Above 3

Image Captions:
Left: CPC Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking Percentile valid December 21, 2025
Right: Crop Moisture Index. Weekly value for period ending December 14, 2025

National Weather Service
Tucson, AZ


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/Figures/daily/curr.w.rank.daily.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/regional_monitoring/palmer/CMI.png

Normal fire potential is
expected in January & February.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

s> Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook

January 2026
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential

Above ] state Boundary

noove Sute Bound ereoicnve
= il SERVICES
Beow [ Geograpic A Boundary

Normal [ Predictive Services Area Boundary.

PrReDICTIVE
SERVICES

Image Captions:
The two images are for Significant Wildland Fire Monthly for the

following months: Left: January; Right: February
National Wildland Significant Fire Potential Outlook text issued December 1, 2025

National Weather Service
Tucson, AZ


https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc-files/predictive/outlooks/month2_outlook.png
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc-files/predictive/outlooks/month3_outlook.png
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
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é Seven Day Precipitation Forecast
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7-Day Quantitative Precipitation Forecast for December
e A weather system will bring a chance for valley rain 22, 2025-December 29, 2025

showers (10%-50%) and mountain snow showers
(50%-80%) on Christmas Eve and Day and then a low
end chance of valley rain/mountain snow showers on
December 28th and 29th.

Predicted Inches of Precipitation

0 0.01 01 0.25 05 0.75 1 25 175
Image Caption: Weather Prediction Center 7-day precipitation forecast 15 2 25 3 4 2 1 10 B 22
. Sour :National Weather Sen Weather Prediction C ;ima Last Updated: 12/22/25
valid Monday December 22, 2025 to Monday December 29, 2025 L e vensce Dester Sl etonCanteninees S
National Oceanic and National Weather Service

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Tucson, AZ


https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/qpf/p168i.gif
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Long-Range Outlooks

s> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

The temperature outlook for
January 1, 2026 to March 31,
2026 leans toward above normal,
40% to 50% chance across the
area.

The precipitation outlook from
January 1, 2026 to March 31,

2026 leans toward ,

40% to 50% chance across the
area.

La Nina conditions are present
and favored to persist for the next
month or two.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Seasonal (3-Month) Temperature Outlook for January 1,
2026-March 31, 2026
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Probability of Below-Normal Temperatures
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Probability of Above-Normal Temperatures

33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90% 100%

Probability of Near-Normal Temperatures

\ |
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Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 12/18/25

Image Captions:

Seasonal (3-Month) Precipitation Outlook for January 1,
2026-March 31, 2026
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Probability of Above-Normal Precipitation
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Probability of Near-Normal Precipitation
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Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 12/18/25

Left - Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Temperature Outlook.

Right - Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Precipitation Outlook.

Valid January 1, 2026 to March 31, 2026

National Weather Service
Tucson, AZ


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_temp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_prcp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
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é Drought Outlook

»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage
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i : : Seasonal (3-Month) Drought Outlook for December 18
[ J
Drought conditions will persist through the end 2025 MaiEia1 2018 )
of March.
DroughtIsPredicted To...
I
Persist Improve End Develop No Drought
Links to the latest: Source(s)‘C[ir’rjate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 12/18/25
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook Image Caption:
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook Climate Prediction Centgr Seasonal Drought Outlook Released
December 18, 2025 valid for December 18, 2025 to March 31, 2026

National Weather Service
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

