. Drought Information Statement for

Northeastern Wyoming and Western South Dakota

Valid August 21, 2026

Issued By: National Weather Service Rapid City, SD
Contact Information: nws.rapidcity@noaa.gov

A e - This product will be updated September 2026 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
. : Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.

Please visit https://www.weather.gov/unr/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.

Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates for regional drought status updates.

DROUGHT CONDITIONS CONTINUE

Department of Commerce // National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration


https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements
https://www.weather.gov/unr/DroughtInformationStatement
https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates
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& U.S. Drought Monitor

Drought intensity and Extent

&

DZ YT AT ETNMI L -4419): not occurring

DEY (G ENENIT4419): portions of Campbell,

Crook, Weston, Harding, Perkins, Ziebach, Butte,
Lawrence, Meade, Pennington, Custer, Fall River,
Oglala Lakota, and Bennett Counties.

D2 (Severe Drought): portions of Campbell,
Harding, Perkins, Ziebach, Butte, Meade,
Pennington, Oglala Lakota, Jackson, and Bennett
Counties.

D1 (Moderate Drought): portions of Harding,
Butte, Perkins, Ziebach, Meade, Pennington,
Haakon, Jackson, Bennett, Mellette, Todd, and
Tripp Counties.

DO: (Abnormally Dry): not occurring

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

S . :
7., .3 Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for northeastern Wyoming and western South Dakota

U.S. Drought Monitor

< P

_LLI

B"

Abnormally Dry (DO) Moderate Drought Severe Drought (D2) Extreme Drought Exceptional Drought
(D1) (D3) (D4)

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 08/18/26
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U.S. Drought Monitor

National Weather Service
Rapid City, SD


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png

e Precipitation has been Wyoming
much below average
since January 1, 2026 for

most locations.

Percent of Normal Precipitation (%)
1/1/2026 - 8/20/2026

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

South Dakota

Percent of Normal Precipitation (%)
1/1/2026 - 8/20/2026

National Weather Service
Rapid City, SD
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& Summary of Impacts
Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

> Links: See/submit
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Hydrologic Impacts

e Most streams and rivers are normal to above normal for this time of the year. Additional information

from the USGS may be found here.

Agricultural Impacts
USDA Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin can be found here

Fire Hazard Impacts
Please visit Great Plains Interagency Dispatch Center for the latest information
Windy days combined with dry, dead fuels will cause elevated to critical fire conditions

Mitigation Actions
e Please refer to your municipality and/or water provider for mitigation information

National Weather Service
Rapid City, SD

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Comm


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/8eb94624372e4aaca02951530bf5eeb2
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?region=lower48&aoi=default
https://esmis.nal.usda.gov/publication/weekly-weather-and-crop-bulletin
https://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/dispatch_centers/r2gpc/
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‘& Long-Range Outlooks
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3> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage
Monthly Temperature Outlook

Valid: September 2026
Issued: August 20, 2026

Monthly Precipitation Outlook
Valid: September 2026
Issued: August 20, 2026
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There is a greater
chance for above
average temperatures.
Odds favor average
precipitation.

zftiona:‘%eirgc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration . .
U.S. Department of Commerce Rapld Clty, SD


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
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& Drought Outlook

S
s ..%>> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

o). . . U' S' Seasonal Drought OUtIOOk Valid for August 20 - November 30, 2026
e Drought conditions will persist. Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released August 20, 2026

Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events.
"Ongoing" drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the

Author: end of the period (DO or none).

Yun Fan ' )’ . Drought persists
NOAA/NWS/NCEP Climate Prediction Center Drought remains,
but improves
/""m%q\ .
{z — / \ L Drought removal likely
/{{& »v - \,f‘\‘ - Drought development likely
& T3, @
) %{M { ( \\ Oy E‘ No drought
- /gy;«,lﬁ\wf\ ‘ing . W ~ @0 o2
Links to the latest: s % . ~ | - ’;} @
. o p, awail ¢ >
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook . L Nk 0 pereRe 2
. = https://go.usa.gov/3eZ73

Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook

@ Eftiona:??ei'gc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration . .
v U.S. Department of Commerce Rapld Clty, SD



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

