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Today’s Webinar Agenda

• Welcome and logistics
• Thank you!
• NWS operational updates and contributions
• Partner perspectives
• Questions and discussion
• Upcoming Partner activities and wrap-up

https://www.commerce.gov/
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Webinar Logistics: How to join the discussion! 
• We will be Polling you for instant feedback - 

get your cell phone ready to text in your 
response. 

• If using the phone for audio, please be sure to 
enter your audio pin. If you did not do it when 
you called in, type #PIN# into your phone now.

• All lines will remain muted until the open 
discussion. 

• We are recording the webinar for posting later.

https://www.commerce.gov/
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Thank you! Enterprise contributions...

https://www.commerce.gov/
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NOAA and NWS Activities and Support 

https://www.commerce.gov/
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NWS Continuity of Operations Plan applied to 
COVID-19 National Emergency

• Our top priority is the health and mental well-being of our 
workforce and the safety of our operational workplaces.

• Maximized telework and only have minimal essential 
personnel at our Ops locations.

• Hiring
• Challenges

○ Supply chain impacts
○ Loss of aircraft observations

https://www.commerce.gov/
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NWS Updates during COVID-19
• Our People
• Observations
• Central Processing
• Forecasts and Warnings
• Dissemination
• Science and Technology Integration
• Facilities

https://www.commerce.gov/
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Pedestal Replacement: 
Week of 18 May 2020

Advancing the Infrastructure:
NEXRAD Radar - Service Life Extension Program (SLEP)
Signal Processor Refresh (Completed March 2018 -180 Sites) 
Transmitter (Completed January 2020 - 180 Sites) 
Pedestal (40 out of 159) 
Shelters (50 out of 111)
Generators (13 of 133)

https://www.commerce.gov/
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Radiosonde Progress with AK Autolaunchers

https://www.commerce.gov/
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Computing Capacity and Model Implementation
Key Atmospheric Model Upgrades Complete:

● Feb 20: National Blend of Modelsv3.2
● Q320  COSMIC2 data 
● Q320: RTMAv2.8
● Q320: RAPv5/HRRRv4
● Q320: Hurricanes in a Multi-scale 

Ocean-coupled Non-hydrostatic (HMON)v3
● Q420: HWRFv13
● Q420: Probabilistic Storm Surge (PSURGE)v2.8
● Q420: GEFSv12
● Q121: Geospace v2
● Q121: HREFv3
● Q221: GFSv16
● Q221: National Water Model (NWM) v2.1

*NOAA Ops and R&D Supercomputing increase to 40PF
 ECMWF Ops and R&D Supercomputing increase to 42 PF

https://www.commerce.gov/
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April Severe Weather Summary
• There were 351 preliminary tornado counts for April 2020.

○ The average number of April tornadoes from 1989-2013 is 178.

• April 22 Onalaska, TX EF-3 Tornado: more than 40 mobile homes 
destroyed, but zero deaths because all sheltered in the mobile park’s 
storm shelter.

12 April 2020

19 April 2020

22 April 2020

https://www.commerce.gov/
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Severe Weather Program
Supplemental NWS Tornado Warning GPRA Performance Information

Official Values for each FY; FY20 ends on 01/31/2020

https://www.commerce.gov/
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Dissemination Reliability

Average Uptime for 
all IDP applications 

from:  
October  2016 - 

April 2020 = 98.95%

FY17:  99.0%             
FY18 - 98.3%                
FY19 - 99.6%

FY20 through April 
2020: 98.93%

https://www.commerce.gov/
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May 15th IDP Dashboard

https://www.commerce.gov/
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Facilities: Albany Weather Forecast Office
● The Albany, NY WFO and the State University of New York 

Albany (SUNY Albany) Department of Atmospheric and 
Environmental Science (DAES) will be collocated in the new 
Emerging Technology and Entrepreneurship Complex 
(E-TEC).

● The facility will also house: 
○ SUNY Albany’s first-in-the-nation College of Emergency 

Preparedness, Homeland Security and Cybersecurity
○ Atmospheric Sciences Research Center
○ The New York State Mesonet

● The E-TEC is across the street from the NY State 
Emergency Operations Center.

● Move is expected to occur Summer 2021.

March 2020 NWS Site Visit

Picture of the E-TEC taken on March 2, 2020

https://www.commerce.gov/
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WMO Status: WMO Reform and PPE

● Established 2 new Technical Commissions, Research 
Board, Hydro Assembly and WMO - IOC JCB - June 2019

● Establishing sub-structures and appointing Chair - April 
2020

● WMO-IOC Joint Collaboration Board on track for global 
Ocean-Atmosphere linkages across entire value chain.

● Geneva Declaration adopted by WMO Congress - June 2019

● High-level Roundtable and AMS Panel opened dialogue with 
the global enterprise - June 2019 and January 2020

● Postponed first meeting of the Open Consultative Platform - 
September 2020

https://www.commerce.gov/
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Partner Perspectives

Brad Nelson, DTN

Kristen Corbosiero, 
SUNY Albany

Mary Donny, Verizon

Renee Leduc, 
Narayan Strategy

https://www.commerce.gov/
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Open Discussion

Please speak up to ask a question. You’ll have to 
unmute yourself. Or use the question box or 
hand-raise option.

If we don’t get to you, enter your comment in the
“Questions” box or email 
andrea.bleistein@noaa.gov after the webinar

https://www.commerce.gov/
mailto:andrea.bleistein@noaa.gov


  20

Wrap Up - What’s coming

• Hazard Simplification Project Update and 
External Feedback Webinars - June 2020

• Virtual NWS Partners Meeting - July 30, 2020
• Partner calls with NWS Deputy Director

THANK YOU!!

https://www.commerce.gov/



