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Synoptic Set Up - Synopsis 

WPC Surface Map April 22nd 

Satellite Water Vapor Image from April 25th 

A series of upper level disturbances with an active 
subtropical jet and dryline caused an active period of severe 
weather from April 22-27.  Below is a breakdown of what 
happened: 
• April 22nd –Storms formed across the Mexican mountains 

and then moved into the Rio Grande Plains. Strong to 
severe storms occurred mainly across the southern Rio 
Grande Plains and southern counties. 

• April 23rd – Storms initialized once again across the 
Mexican mountains and the moved across the Rio 
Grande Plains. Strong to severe storms occurred mainly 
over the Rio Grande Plains and southern Edwards 
Plateau.  

• April 24th – Strong thunderstorms formed early Friday 
morning along and east of Interstate 35. Heavy locally 
rain resulted in flash flooding across Bexar and 
southeastern counties of South Central Texas. Then later 
that evening, the threat of severe storms  returned 
across the southern part of the Rio Grande Plains. 

• April 26th and 27th – An active subtropical jet with the 
combination of the dryline and pre-frontal trough 
resulted in another round of severe storms across the 
Edwards Plateau into the Interstate 35 corridor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And Here…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And still more… 

Surface Maps? 
Mesoanalysis? 
GraphicCast? 



Mesoscale Discussions – 4/22/15 

http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0415.html 
 
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0418.html 
 

http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0415.html
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0415.html
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0418.html
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0418.html


Mesoscale Discussions – 4/23/15 

http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0428.html 
 
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0429.html 
 

http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0428.html
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0428.html
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0429.html
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0429.html


Mesoscale Discussions – 4/24/15 

http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0430.html (not pictured) 
 
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0431.html 
 
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0439.html  
 
 
 
  

http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0430.html
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0430.html
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0431.html
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0431.html
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0439.html
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0439.html


Mesoscale Discussions – 4/25/15 

http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0447.html (not pictured) 
 
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0449.html 
 
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0450.html 
  

http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0447.html
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0447.html
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0449.html
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0449.html
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0450.html
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0450.html


Mesoscale Discussions – 4/26/15 

http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0465.html  
 
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0468.html 
 
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0473.html (not pictured) 
 
 

http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0465.html
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0468.html
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0468.html
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0473.html
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0473.html


Mesoscale Discussions – 4/27/15 

http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0476.html 
 

http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0476.html
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/md0476.html


Severe Thunderstorm Watch #97  
Issued by Storm Prediction 
Center in Norman, OK 
 
Initially issued for Burnet, Lee, 
and Williamson Counties 
 
From 5:05 pm to 9:00 pm on 
April 23rd, 2015 
 
Primary Threats Included: 
• Large Hail to 2” in diameter 
• Damaging wind gusts to 70 

mph 



Severe Thunderstorm Watch #98  
Issued by Storm Prediction 
Center in Norman, OK 
 
Initially issued 7 Counties 
across the Rio Grande Plains 
 
From 2:55 am to 10:00 am on 
April 24rd, 2015 
 
Primary Threats Included: 
• Large Hail to 2” in diameter 
• Damaging wind gusts to 70 

mph 



Severe Thunderstorm Watch #104  
Issued by Storm Prediction 
Center in Norman, OK 
 
Initially issued 7 Counties 
across the Rio Grande Plains 
 
From 6:50 pm April 24th to 
2:00 am on April 25th, 2015 
 
Primary Threats Included: 
• Large Hail to 2” in diameter 
• Damaging wind gusts to 70 

mph 



Severe Thunderstorm Watch #107  
Issued by Storm Prediction 
Center in Norman, OK 
 
Initially issued most of South 
Central Texas, with the 
exception of our northern 
Counties 
 
From 3:10 am 10:00 am on 
April 25th, 2015 
 
Primary Threats Included: 
• Large Hail to 2” in diameter 
• Damaging wind gusts to 70 

mph 



Severe Thunderstorm Watch #123  
Issued by Storm Prediction 
Center in Norman, OK 
 
Initially issued for the Rio 
Grande and southern Edwards 
Plateau 
 
From 7:55 pm  to 2:00 am on 
April 27th, 2015 
 
Primary Threats Included: 
• Large Hail to 2” in diameter 
• Damaging wind gusts to 70 

mph 



Tornado Watch #125 
Issued by Storm Prediction 
Center in Norman, OK 
 
Initially issued for areas along 
and east of Interstate 35. 
 
From 1:25 am to 7:35 am on 
April 27th, 2015 
 
Primary Threats Included: 
• Isolated tornadoes with 

wind gusts to 75 mph 
possible 

• Large Hail to 2” in diameter 
 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #45 
Central Atascosa County 
 
2:41 pm – 3:15 pm 4/22/15 
 
Reports: 
2:55 pm…0.70 in. hail…2 N 
Pleasanton  
2:57 pm…0.70 in. hail…3 W 
Leming 
3:15 pm…2.36 in. of rain…5 
N Pleasanton 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #46 
Central Atascosa County 
 
2:23 am – 3:15 am 4/24/15 
 
Reports: 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #47 
Southwestern Edwards 
County, Northwestern Kinney 
County, and Southeastern 
Val Verde Counties. 
 
4:38 am – 5:30 am 4/24/15 
 
Reports: 



Flash Flood Warning #4 
Bexar County 

 
5:02 am – 8:00 am 4/24/15 
 
Reports: 
730 am…Water over the low 
water crossing at south 
Callaghan Rd and Hwy 90… 
2 NE Lackland AFB 
 



Flash Flood Warning #5 
Caldwell and southern 
Bastrop Counties 
 
6:30 am – 9:30 am 4/24/15 
 
Reports: 
6:30 am…4.08 in. of rain…5 
NNW Luling  
7:15 am…Multiple roads 
closed due to flooding…2 NE 
Togo 
7:36 am…Flash flooding due 
to heavy rain over the 
amount of 40 minute 
period…2  NNE Fentress 



Flash Flood Warning #6 

Warning Area 

Lee County 
 
8:19 am – 9:45 am 4/24/15 
 
Reports: 
 
9:00 am…Hwy 20 at Callihan 
Rd inundated with water. 
Report gathered via Twitter. 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #48 
Southeastern Kinney and 
West Central Uvalde 
Counties 
 
6:22 pm – 7:00 pm 4/24/15 
 
Reports: 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #49 
Northern Maverick County 
 
6:37 pm – 7:00 pm 4/24/15 
 
Reports: 
6:50 pm…1.00 in. hail…1 W 
Laughlin AFB 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #50 
South Central Edwards, 
Northeastern Kinney, 
Northwestern Uvalde 
Counties 
 
7:00 pm – 7:30 pm 4/24/15 
 
Reports: 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #51 
Northeastern Maverick, 
Western Zavala, and 
Northwestern Dimmit 
Counties. 
 
7:05 pm – 8:00 pm 4/24/15 
 
Reports: 
7:48 pm…Tornado…2 NW 
Winter Haven 
7:58 pm…Funnel Cloud…8 N 
Carrizo Springs 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #52 
Southern Dimmit County. 
 
7:09 pm – 7:45 pm 4/24/15 
 
Reports: 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #53 
Southeastern Dimmit 
County. 
 
7:40 pm – 8:15 pm 4/24/15 
 
Reports: 



Tornado Warning #1 
South Central Zavala and 
North Central Dimmit 
Counties. 
 
7:53 pm – 8:30 pm 4/24/15 
 
Reports: 
7:58 Funnel Cloud…8 N 
Carrizo Springs 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #54 
Central Frio County. 
 
8:42 pm – 9:45 pm 4/24/15 
 
Reports: 
9:10 pm…1.00 in. 
hail…Pearsall 



Tornado Warning #2 
Southwestern Atascosa and 
Southeastern Frio Counties. 
 
9:10 pm – 10:00 pm 4/24/15 
 
Reports: 
 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #55 
Central Atascosa, West 
Central Karnes, and 
Southwestern Wilson 
Counties. 
 
9:55 pm – 11:00 pm 4/24/15 
 
Reports: 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #56 
Central Medina County 
 
2:26 am – 3:00 am 4/25/15 
 
Reports: 
2:45 am…0.50 in. hail…2 SE 
Hondo 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #57 
Southeastern Kinney and 
Southwestern Uvalde 
Counties 
 
2:38 am – 3:30 am 4/25/15 
 
Reports: 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #58 
Southwestern Medina and 
Southeastern Uvalde 
Counties 
 
3:09 am – 4:00 am 4/25/15 
 
Reports: 
3:20 am…0.62 in. hail…1 NE 
Uvalde 
3:50 am…TSTM wind 
damage…10 S Sabinal 
3:50am…TSTM wind 
damage…6 S Sabinal 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #59 
East Central Medina and 
West Central Bexar Counties 
 
3:14 am – 4:00 am 4/25/15 
 
Reports: 
3:15 am…TSTM wind 
damage…5 E Rio Media 
3:40 am…2.00 in. hail…1 SSE 
Sea World 
3:43 am…0.50 in. hail…3 SSW 
Leon Valley 
3:51 am…0.88 in. hail…Sea 
World 
3:55 am…1.25 in. hail…3 
WSW Leon Valley 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #60 

Southwestern Medina and 
Southeastern Uvalde County 
 
3:54 am – 4:45 am 4/25/15 
 
Reports: 
8:54 am…TSTM wind 
damage…Hondo 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #61 

Northern Bexar County 
 
4:07 am – 4:45 am 4/25/15 
 
Reports: 
9:15 am…1.00 in. hail…1 SE 
Leon Valley 
9:20 am…1.00 in. hail…3 
WNW Castle Hills 
9:45 am…1.00 in. hail…2 SW 
Leon Valley 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #62 
Southern Medina, 
Northwestern Atascosa and 
Southwestern Bexar Counties 
 
4:19 am – 5:15 am 4/25/15 
 
Reports: 
4:45 am…Several trees 
knocked down by 
thunderstorm winds…4 E Rio 
Medina 
4:49 am…1 in. Hail…2 SW 
Sea World 
4:50 am…Large 2.5 foot 
diameter oak tree blown 
onto home…Lytle 
4:55 am…1.25 in. hail…Divine 
 



Flash Flood Warning #7 
Southwestern Guadalupe, 
Southeastern Comal, 
Medina, Northwest Atascosa, 
Southeastern Uvalde and 
Bexar Counties 
 
4:31 am – 7:30 am 4/25/15 
 
Reports: 
5:14 am…Water rescue at 
Old Oconnor 
5:23 am…Water recue at 
Mockingbird 
5:45 am…2.49 in…1 NNE Live 
Oak 
5:51 am…Water rescue in 
San Antonio 
6:30 am…Numerous low 
water crossing closed 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #63 
Northern Atascosa, 
Southwestern Bexar, West 
Central Karnes, Southwestern 
Wilson Counties 
 
4:53 am – 6:00 am 4/25/15 
 
Reports: 
5:15 am…0.75 in. hail…9 
WNW Floresville 
5:20 am…1.75 in. hail…4 
WNW Floresville 
5:25 am…1 in. hail…Floresville 
 
 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #64 
Central Guadalupe and 
Southeastern Comal 
Counties 
 
5:00 am – 5:30 am 4/25/15 
 
Reports: 
5:00 am…TSTM wind 
damage…5 N Seguin 
5:00 am…Flash Flooding…3 
SSE Geronimo 
5:11 am…TSTM wind 
damage…5 N Seguin 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #65 
South Central Guadalupe, 
Central Dewitt, Gonzales, 
Northeastern Karnes and 
Central Wilson Counties 
 
5:38 am – 6:45 am 4/25/15 
 
Reports: 
 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #66 
Northeastern Dewitt and 
Southern Lavaca Counties 
 
6:34 am – 7:30 am 4/25/15 
 
Reports: 
 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #67 
Edwards and Northeastern 
Val Verde Counties 
 
9:39 pm – 10:45 am 4/26/15 
 
Reports: 
9:39 pm…1 in. hail…2 S Juno 
10:15 pm…0.88 in hail…5 
NNW Comstock 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #68 
Real, Edwards, East Central Val 
Verde and Northwestern Kerr 
Counties 
 
10:40 pm – 11:45 am 4/26/15 
 
Reports: 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #69 
Western Llano, Gillespie and 
Northwestern Counties 
 
11:04 pm – 12:00 am 
4/26/15 
 
Reports: 
 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #70 
  Kinney, Northwestern Uvalde, 

Southeastern Val Verde 
Counties 
 
11:14 pm – 11:45 am 4/26/15 
 
Reports: 
11:15 pm...TSTM wind 
damage…Laughlin AFB 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #71 
East Central Real, Northern 
Bandera, Southwestern 
Gillespie and Kerr Counties 
 
11:21 pm – 12:00 am 4/26/15 
 
Reports: 
11:50 am TSTM wind 
damage…Kerrville 
11:55 pm…TSTM wind 
damage…Kerrville 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #72 
  Southern Real, Northern 

Maverick, South Central 
Edwards, Northwestern 
Medina, Northwestern 
Zavala, Kinney, Southern 
Bandera and Uvalde Counties 
 
11:40 pm – 12:15 am 4/26/15 
 
Reports: 
12:00 am…0.88 in. 
hail…Leakey 
 

This was our office’s 8th 
largest warning ever issued 

(more on the last slide of the 
write-up) 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #73 
Llano, Burnet, Kendall, 
Blanco, Northern Bandera, 
Gillespie and Southeastern 
Kerr Counties 
 
11:49 pm – 1:00 am 4/26/15 
 
Reports: 
11:50 am TSTM wind 
damage…Kerrville 
11:55 pm…TSTM wind 
damage…Kerrville 
 

This was our office’s 7th 
largest warning ever issued 

(more on the last slide of the 
write-up) 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #74 
Southeastern Real, Medina, 
Bandera and Uvalde 
Counties 
 
12:14 pm – 1:00 am 4/27/15 
 
Reports: 
1:44 am…TSTM wind 
damage…Hondo 
 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #75 
  Southeastern Llano, Central 

Guadalupe, Burnet, Hays, 
Northwestern Caldwell, 
Travis, Medina, Comal, 
Kendall, Blanco, 
Southeastern Uvalde, 
Eastern Bandera, Bexar, 
Williamson and 
Southeastern Kerr Counties 
 
12:44 am – 1:45 am 4/26/15 
 
Reports: 
12:44 am…TSTM wind 
damage…Hondo 
1:11 am…TSTM wind 
damage…San Antonio Int. 
Airport 
*Most significant reports included 

This was our office’s 2nd 
largest warning ever issued 

(more on the last slide of the 
write-up) 



Tornado Warning #3 
Southwestern Medina, 
Northwestern Frio and 
Southeastern Uvalde 
Counties 
 
12:38 am – 1:30  am 4/27/15 
 
Reports:  
 
 



Tornado Warning #4 
 
 

Southeastern Medina, 
Western Atascosa and 
Northeastern Frio Counties 
 
1:24 am – 2:30  am 4/27/15 
 
Reports:  
 
 



Tornado Warning #5 
 
 

Southwestern Atascosa and 
Central Frio Counties 
 
1:54 am – 3:00  am 4/27/15 
 
Reports:  
2:12 am…TSTM wind 
damage…Jourdanton 
 
 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #76 
Guadalupe, Hays, Caldwell, 
Travis, Southern Medina... 
Eastern Zavala, Atascosa, 
Bastrop, Gonzales, Comal, 
Western Fayette, Frio, 
Northeastern Dimmit, 
Northwestern Lavaca, Bexar, 
Williamson, Central Karnes, 
Lee and Wilson Counties 
 
1:38 am -  2:30 am 4/27/15 
 
Reports: 
1:40 am…TSTM wind 
damage...Austin 
1:55 am…TSTM wind 
damage…Martindale 
*Most significant reports included 

 
 
     

This was our office’s largest 
warning ever issued (more on 
the last slide of the write-up) 



Tornado Warning #6 
Northeastern Atascosa and 
Southwestern Wilson 
Counties 
 
2:24 am – 3:00 am 4/27/15 
 
Reports: 
 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #77 
Caldwell, Southeastern 
Travis, Fayette, Bastrop, 
Northeastern Gonzales, 
Northern Lavaca, 
Southeastern Williamson 
and Lee Counties 
 
2:30 am – 3:15 am 4/27/15 
 
Reports: 
2:43 am…TSTM wind 
damage…Smithville 
 



Severe Thunderstorm Warning #78 
Southwestern Dewitt, South 
Central Gonzales, Central 
Karnes and Southeastern 
Wilson Counties 
 
3:00 am -  4:00 am 4/27/15 
 
Reports: 
3:00 am…1 in. hail…Falls City 
 



April 22nd – 24th Reports 

LEFT: Flooding in 
Smithville, TX on 
the 24th (Photo 

Credit: 
@JaredP_KVUE) 

RIGHT: 2 hours 
worth of rainfall in 

Lytle, TX  on the 
24th (Photo Credit: 

@rubengwx) 



Radar Image showing Hail Core in the storm near Pearsall on the 24th reaching 40 to 50 
thousand feet into the air.  

(Photo Credit: GR2 Analyst) 

April 24th Pictures 

Tornado Reported between Carrizo Springs and Crystal 
City on the evening of the 24th (Photo forwarded to us 

from Zavala County Sheriff’s Office) 

Radar Image showing Hail Core in the storm near Pearsall on the 
24th reaching 40 to 50 thousand feet into the air.  

(Photo Credit: GR2 Analyst) 

Small Hail from 
the 25th in San 

Antonio  
(Photo Credit: 

@DispatchDemon 
and 

@Valerie_Romo) 



April 25th Reports 



April 25th 
Pictures 

Pieces of at least 2 wooden sheds in Hondo, TX (Photo Credit: NWS) 

Large Tree Damage from Seguin, TX (Photo Credit: NWS) 

Mammatus clouds and the radar...storms to our south, clearing to our north. Picture from 
7:20 am out the door of our Office on the 25th. 



  

April 26th and 27th Reports 



April 26th/27th Pictures 

Squall Line approaching the I-35 Corridor around 1 am on the 27th 
(Photo Credit: GR2 Analyst) 

Wind Damage from the Storms near the UT Campus in 
Austin, TX after the storms moved through. (Photo 

Credit: @KXAN_Weather) 

Around 1500 cloud to ground lightning strikes the from 12 am to 1 
am on the 27th. (data courtesy Earth Networks / Vaisala) 



Rainfall Maps 



Rainfall Maps 



Rainfall Maps 



Rainfall Maps 



Rainfall Maps 



April 25th, 2015 – 2:00 pm 



@NWSSanAntonio 
         weather.gov/ewx 

4 of our office’s 
biggest (based on 
size) storm based 

warnings were 
issued on April 27th. 

Our biggest warning 
(12,527 mi2/32,444 sq. km) 
is now the 5th biggest storm 
based warning ever issued 
by any of the 122 National 
Weather Service Forecast 

Offices. 
 

Storm based warnings date 
back to October 2007. 


