
Drought Information Statement for 
Southern Wisconsin 
Valid April 16, 2024 - Issued April 18, 2024
Issued By: NWS Milwaukee
Contact Information: nws.milwaukee@noaa.gov
● This product will be updated May 2, 2024 or sooner if conditions change considerably.  
● Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements
● Please visit https://www.weather.gov/mkx/DroughtInformationStatement for previous statements. 

http://www.noaa.gov/
https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements
https://www.weather.gov/mkx/DroughtInformationStatement
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Wisconsin Drought Update                             

● Severe Drought continues 
in Sauk, southwest 
Marquette, and western 
Columbia counties

● Moderate Drought 
continues in Marquette, 
western Green Lake, 
central Columbia, 
northwest Dane and 
northern Iowa counties.

● No changes over the past 
week. A 1 class 
improvement occurred over 
the past 4 weeks in Green 
Lake, Fond du Lac, 
Lafayette and Green 
Counties (not shown).

1 Week Drought Condition 
Class Change
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Precipitation

● Precipitation over 
the 3 months is 
within one inch of 
normal in the 
drought areas

● Precipitation 
deficits over the 
past year are 8 to 
16 inches in the 
drought areas of 
southern 
Wisconsin

Images courtesy of High Plains Regional Climate Center
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Current Conditions

28 Day Streamflow● Streamflow over the past 4 
weeks is in the 10-24th 
percentile in the Baraboo and 
lower Wisconsin river basin

● Streamflow is in the 76-90th 
percentile in far southeast 
Wisconsin

● Streamflow is in the 25-75th 
(the normal category) for the 
remainder of southern 
Wisconsin

● Soil Moisture is in the 20-30th 
percentile in the drought areas 
of southern WI

CPC Calculated Soil Moisture Percentile
April 14, 2024
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Fire Hazard Impacts

● The Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook 
indicates above normal for Wisconsin for April

● DNR Fire Danger is low for southern Wisconsin

Image Caption: Significant Wildland Fire 
Potential Monthly Outlook

Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center

Latest WI DNR Fire Danger map available here 
and DNR Burn Restrictions available here.

https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/month1_outlook.png
https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/month1_outlook.png
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/wisburn/#/
https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/wisburn/#/BurnRestrictions
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Summary of Impacts

Hydrologic Impacts 
● Streamflow over the past 4 weeks is in the 10-24th percentile in the Baraboo and lower Wisconsin 

river basin

Agricultural Impacts
● None known at this time

Fire Hazard Impacts
● The Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook indicates above normal for Wisconsin for April
● DNR Fire Danger is low for southern Wisconsin

Mitigation Actions
● None known at this time

Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
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Week 2 Outlook

● The are enhanced odds for above average temperature and above average precipitation during the last week of April.
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Extended Week 3-4 Outlook

● The are enhanced odds for above average temperature and equal chances of above, near, and below average precipitation 
during April 27 to May 10.
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May June July Outlook

● The are enhanced odds for above average temperature and equal chances of above, near, and below average precipitation 
for the May, June, July time period.
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 Drought Outlook
The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

● The Climate Prediction 
Center’s drought outlook for 
April through July indicates 
some improvement to 
drought removal likely for the 
drought areas in southern 
Wisconsin.

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook 
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

